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PROCEEDINGS 


SECOND  GENERAL  REUNION 


DESCENDANTS 


Capt.  THOMAS  MUNSON 


AUGUST  19,  1896, 


©fSfcvH  oC  tiif  Clsjocialicn. 
LovEiA^D  MUMSON,  Vice  I'res'i.  Samu::.  L.  iWu.NSO^,  Cliairmaii  Ex.  Con;. 

Gilbert  D.  Minson,  Vice  Pres't,         Edw^ru  G.  Mu.nso.n,  Sec.  and  Tre-is. 

C'Jerain.ittfe  on  ^vvar.Teuiriits. 
GEOi'Gt  M.  CcRTJS.  C.  La  Rl  £  A\l:nSO.V.  i'ra.Nx  E.  liOlCiiKlSS. 


THE    MUNSON    RECORD 

A   Genealogical  and  Biographical  Account  of 

CAPT.  THOMAS  MUNSON 

(A  Pioaeer  of  IlartfoiJ  and  Kew  Haven) 

AND      MIS      DKSCFJNDANTS. 

By    MYRON    A.    MUNSON,    M.  A. 

Two  twluiiics,  roijal  Svo,  ppt  1267. 


The  ISIunson  Record  presents  g,2^8  descendants  of  Thomas  Lhrnson  ;  4,671 
were  born  veith  the  JMnnson  ttanie,  and  4,sS7  li'iih  other  suniaincs — o_f  i^hich 
there  are  6^J.  I^Ieyition  is  made  of  i,^go  plaees  in  Tvhich  these  persons  lii'ed, 
and  of  ^jijO  iyidlv'duals  ivho  became  ihcir  iriTes  ai:d  husbands.  One  of  the  six 
indexes  yiatnes  Outsiders — 1,47 J  of  tlian  with  6g6  stir  names. 

"The  author  .  .  .  desci'ves  great  praise  for  the  admirable  manner 
in  which  he  has  peiformed  his  work.  ,  .  .  We  ^vould  recommend  it  as 
a  model  for  works  of  the  kind." — The  A'cu'-ICngland  Jiistorical  and  Ge7ieal- 
ogical  Register. 

"  Elaborate  and  praiseworthy.  .  .  .  Much  critical  acumen  is  mani- 
fest throughout  the  work." — The  A^e-v-York  Goiealogiea!  and  Biographical 
Record. 

"The  arrangement  of  the  work  is  so  perfect  that  I  believe  these  volumes 
Avill  be  used  by  future  genealogists  as   a   model   for  their  v/orks. 
Tiiey  are   of  inestimable   value   to-day;  they  will  be   priceless   Ofty   years 
hence."— Clarence  Munson    Bushxkll. 

"  1  want  to  express  my  entire  satisfaction  with  it." — C.  La  Rur,  MuNSON. 

"Since  the  arri%'al  of  the  Munson  Book  we  have  discarded  all  other 
literature,  and  are  giving  our  days  and  nights  to  the  study  of  ancestors. 
We  are  wlioUy  pleased  with  it — matter,  form,  and  everything." — Mary 
(Campbellj  Munson. 

The  First  Reunion,  August  lytli,  18S7,  called  together  five 
hundred  members  of  the  P'amily,  and  was  regarded  as  a 
remarkable  success.  The  Proceedings,  printed  in  a  handsome 
pamphlet  of  eighty-eight  pages,  are  of  permanent  interest 
and  value ;  they  are  not  duplicated  nor  in  any  way  super- 
seded by  The  Munson  Record.  Price,  one  dollar.  Apply  to 
Edward  G.  Munson,  the  Treasurer  of  the  ^Munson  Association, 
at  Cohoes,  N.  Y. 

The  Historical  Address  was  characterized  by  the  A'.  E.  Hist,  and  Gen. 
Reg.  as  "  A  full  and  interesting  memoir, — a  contribution  not  only  to  the 
history  of  the  Family,  but  also  to  that  of  the  Colony." 

The  Proceedings  of  T.hc  Second-  Reu-nion,  to  which  the  present 
pamplilct  is  devoted,  may  be  ubtained  inyin  the  finaricia! 
executive  of  the  Committee  uf  Arrangements,  George  Mun- 
son Curtis,  at  Meriden,  Conn.,  ox  from  the  coadjutor,  Myron 
A.  Munson,  at  New  Haven.     Price,  fifty  cents. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


THE    SFXOND 


mson  Family  Reunion 


HKLD   IN   THE 


CITY   OF   NEW   HAVEN 


V/KDMESDAY,    A.UGUS"r     19,     1S06 


NEW  HAVEN: 

THE   TUTTLE,    MOREHOUSE   &    TAYLOR    PRESS 
1S96 


PROGRAMME   AT   CHURCH. 


Chairman. 


The  Rev.  Frv;])erick  jNIunson, 


Brooklyn,  X.  Y 


Vice-  C/iaiffna/i. 
Mr.  Rov/l.\ni)  B.  Lacey,        -         -         -       l>ridgeport,  Conn, 


1.  VOLUNTARY— Piano, 

Prof.   Wn.LAKD  L.   AIu.n'son,  Branford,   Conn, 

2.  FAMILY  WORSHIP, 

The  Rev.  A.  MoNso>f  Griffith,  Sabina,  Oliio. 

3.  ADDRESS  or  WELCOilE,        -        .        .        .       The  Chairman, 

4.  RESPONSE,  -         Hon.   Gilbert  D.   Munson,  Znncp%-illc,  Ohio. 

5.  SINGING — "O  God,  beneath  Th}'  guiding  hand." 

6.  HISTORICAL  ADDRESS, 

Clarkkce  Munso.n  Bush.\el[.,  Esq.,  Buffalo.  N.  Y, 

7.  SECRETARY'S   REPORT. 

8.  SINGING— "My  country,   'tis  of  thee." 

9.  ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
10.  BENEDICTION. 


EXERCISES. 


C.  LaRiie  jMunson,  Esq.,  calkd  the  meeting  to  order,  and 
introduced  the  Rev.  Frederick  Mvmson  as  presiding  ofucer. 
On  taking  the  chair,  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  JMunson  said  : 

Ladies  and   Gentlemen,  Brotheys  and  Sisters  of  the  Munson 

FaJiiily  : 

I  esteem  it  a  great  honor  to  liave  been  chosen  by  the  com- 
mittee of  arrangement  to  preside  at  this  our  second  Family 
Reunion.  The  honor  is  all  the  greater  because  wholly  unex- 
pected and  a  complete  surprise,  and  v.ill  be  thc^  more  valued 
if  I  am  able  to  perform,  tlie  duties  of  the  position  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  receive  your  approval  and  promote  your  enjoy- 
ment of  the  occasion. 


FAMILY   AVORSIIIP 
was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Absalom  ]Monson  Griffith. 


ADDRESS    OF   WELCOME. 

By  THK  Chairman. 

It  is  novv-  my  privilege  to  extend  to  you  all,  and  to  each  of 
you,  a  hearty  and  sincere  welcome.  I  am  happy  to  be,  in  this, 
the  voice  of  those  to  whom  this  duty  mav  more  especially 
belong.  Indeed  it  may  be  difficult,  if  not  im. possible,  to  draw 
at  this  time  any  s{)eci(ic  distinction  between  host  and  guest. 
Are  we  not  unitedly,  and  with  one  accord,  the  host,  hospitable, 
bounteous,  and  free  of  such  as  we  possess,  and  o-ivins:  the 
true  welcome  with  open  hand  and  open  heart  ?  And  are  we 
not  equally  guests,  made  to  feel  at  home  and  set  at  ease  by  the 
kindly  and  graci(.)us  reception  accorded  us?  The  gentlemen 
of  the  committee,  who  with  much  labor  and  pains  liave  made 


the  arrangements  for  this  second  reunion  of  ilic  family,  are 
certainly  entillcd  to  be  regarded  as  of  the  host,  and  with  them 
tlie  modestly  styled  coadjutor,  the  Rev.  IMyron  A.  Munson, 
the  family  historian  and  biographer,  who,  with  an  amount  of 
toil  and  perseverance  that  cannot  be  measured,  has  produced 
a  voluminous  work  v.Iiidi  in  its  line  is  of  unequalled  excel- 
lence. To  be  associated  vrith  these  in  constituting  the  host  of 
this  occasion  are  all  those  who  in  any  v\-ay  have  given  effective 
aid  in  bringing  nbout  tliis  family  reunion  and  jjromoting  its 
objects.  And  yet  it  may  be  positively  aftiiined  tliat  no  one  of 
these  desires  to  be  other  than  a  guest. 

"Were  there  now  present  any  of  our  l-.indred  from  beyond 
the  sea,  from  the  fair  kingdom  whence  came  our  common 
ancestor  to  make  his  home  upon  tliese  shores,  it  might  be  said 
to  them,  Welconie  to  this  pleasant  land,  these  broad  domains 
stretching  from  ocean  to  ocean  and  from  the  lakes  to  the 
guU  ;  v/elcome  to  the  grand  spectacles  presented  by  its  noble 
rivers,  its  broad  plains,  its  lofty  mountains,  an.d  the  many 
wonders  of  nature  in  some  of  their  sidjlimest  manifestations  ; 
welcome  to  this  home  of  liberty  und(.'r  just  and  equitable 
laws,  and  of  plenty  at  most  times  for  the  iiidustrious  in  the 
various  employments  nnd  callings  that  invite  exertion  and 
promise  rewards;  V\'eh:omc  to  flic  tokens  of  a  civilization, 
which,  as  presented  in  our  cities  and  towns,  our  varied  manu- 
factures, our  many  forms  of  business,  our  social  and  domestic 
life,  our  advance  in  science  and  art,  our  seats  of  learning,  our 
vast  railways  and  magnificent  siv.-anujrs,  is  \\  orthy  of  its  origin 
in  the  land  from  which  it  was  transplarited,  and  is  full  of 
promise  for  the  future  ;  welcome  to  all  tliat  is  here  presented 
to  cheer  the  peoples  of  the  nations  and  to  increase  the  hopes 
of  mankind.  "J'iie  welcome  would  surely  be  given  with  a 
warmth  and  cordiality  of  greeting  forever  prohibitive  of  dis- 
cord and  strife. 

To  you  who  come  from  other  states,  near  or  remote,  of  our 
common  country,  I  may  say,  Welcome  to  this  State  of  Con- 
necticut, one  of  the  original  thirteen  which  are  represented 
by  the  thirteen  stripes  of  altern.ite  white  and  red  upon  the 
old  tlag,  and  feeling  a  sisterly  affection  for  all  the  states,  both 
old  and  new,  v.ducli  are  radiant  in  the  stars  of  our  glorious 
banner.  A  native  of  this  state,  and  grateful  for  all  that  has 
made  it  honorable  and  notcwortliv,  1   n\:\y   litlv   bid   you   wel- 
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come  to  an  acquaintance  with  its  thrift}'  and  intelligent 
people,  its  common  schools,  its  varied  industries,  its  academics 
and  colleges,  nnd  its  institutions  for  special  instruction  and 
professional  studv-  "Welcome  to  the  state  whose  foundations 
were  laid  by  those  of  strong  faith  and  high  character,  such  as 
were  Capt.  Thomas  iNIiinson,  his  wife  Joanna,  and  those 
descendants  of  theirs  \\dio  were  active  in  influence  during  the 
formative  period  of  this  old  commonwealth. 

We  bid  yon  welcome  also  to  this  beautiful  city  of  New 
Haven,  where  ourlionored  ancestor  had  his  home  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  useful  and  active  life,  where,  as  shown  b_v 
copious  early  records  of  the  town  cited  at  large  by  our  pains- 
taking historian,  he  Vv'as  prominent  in  public  affairs,  leader  of 
the  military  forces  and  frequently  in  active  service  for  the 
security  of  the  city  against  the  savage  foe,  largely  trusted  as 
an  administrator  and  friend  in  social  and  family  interests,  and 
repeatedly  througli  many  years  was  elected  to  high  offices  in 
the  town  and  in  the  colony  by  the  suffrages  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  Welcome  also  to  the  famous  university,  Old  Yale, 
whose  modern  and  ornate  buildings,  replacing  the  plain  brick 
row  of  former  vears,  stand  in  graduiilly  increasing  numbers 
upon  the  campus  or  quadrangle  near  this  celebrated  green, 
while  other  edifices  of  the  same  great  institution  may  be  seen 
in  almost  every  direction  from  tliat  classic  space  of  central 
interest.  Welcome  to  Yale,  so  far  as  my  enjoyment  of  its 
privileges  many  years  ago  may  give  me  the  right  to  utter  it. 
The  stately  buildings  invite  your  observation.  Its  many 
departments,  each  a  great  institution,  indicate  the  breadth  of 
instruction,  mental  training  and  fine  culture  which  it  pro- 
vides. Its  libraries  ;iiid  cabinets  will  awaken  a  nev,'  ambition 
in  any  susceptible  young  mind,  and  draw  forth  the  desire  to 
drink  at  such  a  fountain,  whether  here  or  elsewhere.  Wel- 
come to  any  worthy  and  noble  impulse  which  Yale  University 
can  give  vou. 

There  have  been  changes  among  us  since  the  reunion  of 
nine  years  ago.  In  some  of  our  homes  and  among  our  near 
kindred  loved  ones  iiave  passed  away.  Some  who  were  here 
on  the  former  occasion,  whose  voices  were  then  heard,  and 
whose  presence  and  smiles  increased  the  gladness,  are  with 
us  no  more.  We  drrip  a  tear  to  tiieir  memory.  We  think  of 
them    witli    the    comfort   uf  hope.       ^Ve  bless  our  lleaveidy 
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Father  for  what  they  were  with  us,  and  for  what,  as  we  trust, 
they  nov/  are  in  the  home  above.  We  feel  a  deep  sympathy 
with  those,  our  brothers  and  sisters,  v/hose  hearts  in  tliese 
bereavements  have  been  pierced  witli  unutterable  sorrows. 
May  divine  consolations  allay  the  shai[)ness  of  their  grief. 

There  is  one  more  welcome  wliicli  I  would  fain  give,  a 
welcome  to  all  tlic  influences  for  good  flowing  from  the  life, 
the  character,  tlie  usefulness,  and  the  bright  example  of  our 
ancestor  whom  v.'C  commemoiatc,  \vho  as  a  young  man  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  in  this  city  and  in  organizirig  its  civil  and 
religious  institutions,  and  who  in  the  various  experiences  of 
life,  Vvdieth,cr  joyous  or  afflictive,  grew  in  mental  and  moral 
strength,  in  all  manly  qualities,  and  in  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  his  contemporaries  v.dio  continuously  called  him 
to  high  duties  for  the  furtherance  of  the  public  welfare.  In 
this  present  reunion  we  have  an  advantage  over  tfiat  of  1SS7 
in  an  increased  knowledge  of  our  ancestor  through  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Family  Record  which  so  fidly  portrays  him. 
"We  stand  before  tliat  likeness  with  reverence.  We  give 
thanks  to  God  for  what  he  was  and  for  whr.t  he  vras  enabled 
to  do.  Welcome,  tlien,  to  the  inspiration  to  a  true  nobility 
of  living  vrhich  here  comes  from  the  fine  record  of  a  genuine 
life  as  seen  in  the  course  of  our  ccanmon  ancestor,  Capt. 
Thomas  Munson. 


RESPONSE. 


By  Judge  Gu-Bkrt  D.  Munson. 

As  v\-e  listened  to  those  warm  words  of  welcome,  tvv'o 
names,  I  am  sure,  suggested  themselves  to  all  of  our  minds, 
connecting  the  past  with  the  present — Capt.  Thomas  Munson 
and  Rev.  Myron  A.  Munson.  The  old  pioneer,  Capt.  Thomas 
Munson,  stands  before  us,  as  if  in  full  life.  The  magic  pen 
of  his  learned  descendant.  Rev.  Myron  A.  ^Munson,  has 
wrought  the  vision.  Conjured  by  tlie  logic  of  hard,  indis- 
putable facts,  Capt.  Tiiomas  Munson,  tiiat  valuable  citizen, 
that  efficient  soldier,  that  \vise  legislator,  tiiat  ui:)riglit  judge, 
is  in  our  midst,  is  here,  with  ids  family,  t'xlay,  taking  pait  in 
these  festivities.     Bv  genealogical  lines  uut  to  be  disputed,  he 
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was  our  ancestor,  and  this  welcome  is  first  of  all  because  of 
hini;  and  next  to  him,  it  is  because  of  his  biographer,  our 
Iiistorian.  Tlicreforc,  coinmemoratino- him  whose  lesjilrndent 
ci^aracter  and  renown  furnish  tlie  sliining  basis  of  our 
reunions,  and  with  grateful  recognition  of  him  v.'ho  has 
traced  for  eacli  and  all  of  us  C)Ui-  right  to  attend  thciu,  and  in 
behalf  of  all  the  Family,  Mr.  President,  I  return  our  hearty 
tliaiiks  for  the  noble  Vv-elcoming  adcliess  delivered  by  you. 

This  is  our  second  reunion.  Nin.e  years  ago,  was  lu^ld  our 
first  ;  and  ^\•e  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  holding  a  second. 
Family  pride  based  upon  real  merit  in  ancestors,  is  a  good 
thing.  It  establishes  an  esprit  dc  corfis  not  easily  broken  away 
from.  On  that  basis,  we  have  just  cause,  if  I  may  be  pardoned 
in  saying  it,  for  proper  family  pride,  and  should  continue 
these  reunions. 

Our  ancestor's  vrhole  life  was  a  life  of  merit.  His  was  a 
grand  life,  because  in  common  with  those  of  other  pioneers, 
it  was  actuated  by  a  caand  idea,  the  idea  of  equality  bcfejre 
the  law.  That  idea  led  to  the  independence  of  cluirch  and 
state  ;  to  the  Declaration  of  lnde]5endcnce  ;  to  the  Revolu- 
tionarj'War;  to  our  Civil  ^^'ar  ;  and  will  be  consummated 
in  the  fullness  of  time,  as  I  verily  believe,  in  courts  of  arbitra- 
tion, and  in  a  gr^md  court  of  international  arbitration,  Vvdien 
reason  shall  fight  the  onlv  battles  fought  among  the  cliildren 
of  men,  and  wars  and  rumors  of  Vv'ars  be  heard  of  to  trouble 
and  distress  us  no  more  forever,  but  universal    peace   prevail. 

I  say  this  because  sympathy  is  the  direct  development  of 
the  idea  of  equality  ;  and  th.ere  is  to-day  greater  sympathy 
throughout  our  land  than  was  ever  known  before.  This  is 
evidenced  by  higher  social  bodies  or  organizations,  intellectual 
and  moral,  by  means  of  which  \\c  are  nearingthat  ideal  state, 
in  which  all  men,  and  women  too,  shall  be  so  absolutely  equal 
before  the  law,  as  to  be  able  in  fact  to  pursue  each  his  or  her 
happiness  unobstructed. 

The  time  has  alreadv  arrived  when  instead  of  men  of  war, 
men  of  pacific  mea.->ures  are  most  useful.  The  time  is  now 
here  when  the  whole  machinery  of  civil  government  may  be 
set  in  motion,  if  need  be,  to  riglit  the  wrongs  of  an  innocent 
child,  or  prevent  war  with  a  mighty  foreign  power,  as  the 
case  may  be.  And  the  time  is  rapidly  approac-hing  when 
sympathy  broad  and  deep,  the  devel'.^pment  of  equality  before 
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the  la\v,  shall  compel  the  human  heart  to  feel  the  griefs  and 
joys  of  the  whole  sentient  universe,  and  to  knoAV  no  peace 
•\\diilc  pain  and  suffering-  are  at  hand,  imploring  relief. 

Our  ]'"amily  root  is  imbedded  in  an  idea  producing  such 
results  as  these.  Why,  of  all  tlie  wondrous  things  born  or 
developed  in  the  interim  between  16S5  and  1S96,  sympathy 
portends  most  for  mankind,  because  it  portends  the  ideal 
commonwealth,  and,  as  its  consummaii()n,  altruistic  triumph 
everywhere. 

Now  if  I  am  right  in  this  view, — of  the  development  of 
the  idea  which  actuated  our  ancesl  <;r,~could  family  tree  be 
deeper  set,  in  more  prolific  soil  ?  "J'hen  I  submit  we  liave  just 
cause  for  proper  family  pride  ;  and  for  the  reason  given, 
as  well  as  for  otliers  equally  good,  these  reunions  of  the 
Family  should  be  promoted,  fostered,  and  continued. 

I  thank  you,  again,  for  our  cordial  welcome. 


ORATION. 


OUR     ANCESTRAL      HISTORY. 
By  Clarfa'ck  Munson  Bustinell,  Esq. 


Were  the  mast  gifted  of  our  family  to  stand  to-day  in 
the  place  that  the  favor  of  the  committee  has  assigned 
me,  he  would  fmd  himself  poor  in  words  to  express  the 
pleasure  which  I  feel  in  meeting-  for  tiie  first  time  so  many 
of  the  descendants  of  our  illustrious  ancestor,  and  my 
appreciation  of  the  right  to  share  with  you  the  distinc- 
tion of  his  name.  Perhnps  to  none  of  those  who  have 
gathered  here  to  do  honor  to  ids  memory  does  this  meet- 
ing mean  so  much  as  it  does  to  him  wlio  is  permitted 
to  address  you.  Many  of  you  were  born  within  the 
shadows  of  the  ancestral  home,  and  many  more  have 
remained  within  the  boundaries  of  our  native  state.  Vou 
have  dwelt  among  the  traditions  of  the  family.  In  story 
you  have  gone  forth  with  Thomas  Munson  against  the 
Pequots  to  the  banks  of  the  Mystic  river.  You  have  seen 
him  raised  from  the  rank  of  private  to  that  of  lieutenant 
and  of  captain,  and  finally  you  have  seen  him  placed  in 
command  of  the  New  Haven  county  soldiery  of  the  stand- 
ing army.  You  have  stood  guard  witli  him  at  Saybro<^k, 
and  accompanied  him  upon  the  march  to  Suckquackheeg. 
You  have  discerned  his  figure  in  the  thickest  gloom  of 
King  Philip's  war.  Nightly,  for  years,  as  the  shades  of 
evening  stole  over  this  infant  city,  you  have  seen  him 
march  forth  to  set  the  "  watch."  You  have  sat  with  him 
upon  the  bench  of  the  Plantation  court  and  upon  the 
bench  of  the  Court  of  Appeals.  Step  by  step  you  have 
followed  his  career  as  soldier,  as  legislator,  as  jurist, 
as  citizen.     You   have  had  ever  before  vou  the  records  of 
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the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow-men  and  by 
the  officials  of  the  colony.  You  have  stood  beneatli  the 
elms  that  sheltered  his  home;  3-00  have  walked  by  his 
side  upon  The  Green  ;  you  have  knelt  in  worship  in  the 
church  of  which  he  was  a  member;  arjd  at  the  close  of 
his  eventful  lile  you  saw  him  boi  ne  to  his  final  rest. 

The  simple  stone  that  through  the  centuries  succeeding 
his  death  has  marked  his  grave,  and  has  told  the  stranger 
as  he  passed  it  only  of  his  name  and  span  of  life,  has  been 
to  you  a  silent  but  constant  and  solemn  reminder  of  the 
obligations  imposed  b}-  his  memor}'. 

Not  so  with  those  of  his  descendants  whose  ancestors 
in  the  early  generations  left  the  state  oi'  Connecticut  and 
made  for  themselves  a  home  among  strangers.  Sc]~»arated 
from  the  family  and  the  associations  of  youth,  the  recol- 
lections of  kindred  graduall}^  grew  fainter  and  at  last 
died  out  in  their  children.  Doubtless  many  of  those 
before  me,  like  m)self,  liave  come  today  lor  the  first  time 
to  the  home  of  our  forefathers.  Until  now  I  have  chanced 
to  meet  only  seven  7)ersons  older  than  myself  who  bore  the 
name  of  Munson.  But  it  detracts  nothing  from  my  esti- 
mate of  the  family  character  that  it  is  based  largely  upon 
the  life  of  her  from  whom  arc  derived  my  highest  concep- 
tions of  wumanhood. 

Until  within  the  last  few  years,  the  possession  by  the 
average  American  of  even  the  slightest  knowledge  of  his 
ancestry  was  considered  almost  an  offense  against  our 
social  customs. 

A  celebrated  French  scholar  and  observer  who  recently 
visited  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  studying  our  insti- 
tutions and  people  says  tliat  when  an  American  has  noth- 
ine:  to  do  for  a  lonsr  half  dav,  he  sits  down  and  wonders 
who  his  grandfather  was.  If  we  seek  among  the  begin- 
nings of  the  Republic  for  the  causes  of  this  apparent  lack 
of  hereditary  pride,  we  may  find  many  which  imply 
neither  forgetfulness  nor  disregard  of  the  memory  and 
worth  of  our  fathers.  Chief,  perha[)s,  among  them  is  the 
fact  that  the  records  of  colonial  New  England  throw  so  lit- 
tle light  upon  the  lineage  of  her  people,  that  it  is  scarcely 


— 1 1 — 

possible  for  any  one,  exxept  by  years  of  [)atient  labor,  to 
trace  his  descent  back  tlirouj^h  the  earlier  generations. 
Were  it  not  lor  the  records  of  the  \arious  towns,  meager 
and  imperfect  though  they  be,  he  who  undertakes  the 
task  would  learn  oftentimes  only  by  half-legendary  tra- 
dition of  the  existence  even  of  those  ancestors  whose 
lives  shed  brightest  lustre  on  their  family  name.  Per- 
chance he  might  learn  of  their  birtli  from  tlie  recoixls  of 
the  church,  and  from  the  humble  headstones  in  the  grave- 
yard which  surrounds  it  he  might  fix  the  dates  of  tlieir 
death,  but  beyond  these  he  could  seldom  go.  History 
tells  us  no  more  of  the  lives  and  sacrifices  of  many  of  tliose 
of  the  earlier  days  whose  achievements  would  have  won 
for  them  in  the  old  world  the  proudest  titles  that  royal 
favor  could  bestow. 

Another  cause  may  be  found,  but  half  concealed,  be- 
neath the  popular  interpretation  of  that  phrase  in  our 
Declaration  of  Independence,  that  "  all  men  are  ci'caled 
equal."  As  an  American,  proud  of  the  land  of  my 
nativity  and  jealous  of  her  place  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth  and  of  her  future,  I  trust  tliat  the  hour  may 
never  come  when  the  sublime  truth  embodied  in  these 
words  shall  not  be  recognized  as  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciple of  our  government.  But  to  contend,  simply  because 
under  our  laws  all  men  are  accorded  equal  legal  rights 
and  privileges,  that  all  social,  moral  and  intellectual  dis- 
tinctions are  to  be  disregarded,  is  to  pervert  the  meaning 
of  the  declaration  and  to  assail  the  ver}'  foundations  of 
society.  Under  no  form  of  government  are  the  vicious 
equal  to  the  virtuous,  the  ignorant  to  the  enlightened,  the 
anarchist  to  the  patriot.  How  soon  would  the  republic 
of  America  take  her  place  among  the  dead  republics  of 
the  past  and  become  a  silent  tenant  of  history's  page,  if 
she  could  not,  in  her  hours  of  need,  call  to  her  aid  the 
descendants  of  the  men  who  laid  the  foundations  of  her 
present  power  and  greatness.  If  the  sacrifices  of  the  fath- 
ers in  behalf  of  their  country  and  liberty  do  not  stimulate 
a  loftier  patriotism  in  the  hearts  of  their  sons  than  in 
the  bosoms  of  strangers,  we  should  do  them  the  justice  to 
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speak  no  more  aloud  their  names,  nor  claim  the  benefits 
of  their  labors,  but  by  our  silence  make  the  confession 
that  \:c  are  faithless  to  the  one  and  un\vortli3'  the  glory 
of  the  other. 

Another  cause,  perhaps  as  potent  as  either  of  those  I 
have  named,  is  that  until  within  a  very  recent,  period  tlie 
energies  of  the  American  people  Invc  been  directed  to 
practical  questions  of  governmciit  and  to  tlu;  develop- 
ment of  the  wonderful  resources  of  our  country. 

In  an  address  delivered  in  the  city  of  Buffalo  last  mouth, 
Brander  Matthews  truly  said  that  "American  literature 
is  nov/  but 'little  older  than  the  three  score  years  and 
ten  allotted  as  the  span  of  a  man's  natural  lile."  Irving's 
Sketch-Book  and  Cooper's  Sj)y  did  not  appear  until 
sever;il  3'ears  after  the  begirjnin;,';  of  the  present  centur3^  . 
Previous  to  this  the  intellectual  development  of  tlic  coun- 
try had  assumed  n'lainly  the  theological  form,  with  the 
exception  of  oratory,  wliich  \vas  born  at  the  epoch  of  the 
Revolution.  In  1775,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  years 
after  the  landing  of  tliC  Pilgrims,  there  were  but  thirty- 
seven  newspapers  in  circulation  in  the  entire  cr)untry. 
Unaided,  except  by  the  data  [)teserved  by  analisfs,  by 
the  writings  of  Ramsey  and  of  Marshall,  and  by  the 
researches  of  Grahame,  Bancroft,  born  in  1800,  entered 
the  rich  field  of  American  history.  But  until  within  the 
last  ten  o.'"  fifteen  years,  our  historical  writings  have  been 
confined  almost  exclusively  to  the  leading  facts  in  our 
national  gi'owth  ;  to  a  backward  glance  at  the  state  of 
Europe,  the  causes  of  emigration,  and  the  standard  of 
political  and  social  advancement  in  tlie  colonies.  This 
told  only  the  story,  grand  as  it  was,  of  a  people,  but  left 
untold  or  to  tradition  the  individual  deeds  of  valor  and  of 
patriotism  of  all  except  the  few  who  stood  in  the  full 
midday  light  of  history.  It  appealed  to  the  pride  of  an 
American  as  a  citizen,  but  it  did  nt^t  arouse  his  pers(3nal 
pride  as  a  descendant  of  the  men  who  won  from  oppres- 
sion and  wrong  the  government  which  for  a  century  past 
has  represented  the  highest  aspirations  of  humanity.  It 
told  of  the  flight  to  Leyden  and   of  the  landing   at   PI}'- 
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mouth,  of  the  colonial  wais  and  of  the  Revolution;  but 
it  did  not  connect  him  with  those  events.  With  increased 
leisure  and  the  means  of  education  and  research,  and 
with  the  ^n'cat  interest  that  has  been  awakened  in  the 
study  of  local  history,  traditions  have  been  verified,  faniil}^ 
genealogies  have  been  compiled,  and  the  descendants  of 
the  men  of  New  En^^land  who  earl}'  crossed  the  Hudson, 
the  Mohawk,  and  the  Susquehanna,  and  later  passed 
beyond  the  Alleghanics  and  over  the  Sierra  Nevada, 
have  recentl)'  learned  for  the  first  time  of  the  true  rela- 
tion that  they  bore  to  the  mighty  strug-gle  of  humanit}' 
in  the  sixteent«!i  ai^d  seventeenth  centui'ies,  whicli  culmi- 
nated in  the  republic  of  America. 

At  once  Colonial  and  Revolutionar}'  patriotic  organiza- 
tions were  formed,  historical  societies  multiplied,  piicc- 
less  reco]'ds  that  had  remained  in  manuscript  for  centuries 
were  printed,  k)crd  data  were  collected,  arranged  and 
published,  suitable  monuments  were  erected  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  heroes  and  statesmen  of  the  past,  and  tablets 
placed  upon  the  s[)0ts  where  the  cliief  events  of  our  his- 
tory had  taken  place.  With  tliesc  have  come  a  deeper 
and  more  intense  spirit  of  national  attiichment,  of  Ameri- 
canism ;  a  more  intelligent  appreciation  of  the  labors,  the 
sacrifices,  and  the  triumphs  of  those  who  have  ])receded 
us,  and  naturall)'  to  man\'  a  feeling  of  hereditary  pride. 
While  I  v^'ould  not  be  understood  as  favoring  the  adop- 
tion in  this  country  of  social  grades  and  distinction  simi- 
lar to  those  that  prevail  in  the  old  world,  based  either 
upon  wealth,  the  achievements  of  ancestors,  or  famil}^ 
name,  I  would  abate  in  no  degree  the  feelings  of  honest 
pride  of  birth  in  him  who  traces  his  lineage  to  Pilgrim  or 
to  Puritan,  to  Cavalier  or  to  Revolutionary  sire. 

I  shall  not  attempt  upon  tliis  occasion,  pleasant  as  would 
be  the  theme,  to  recount  the  deeds  of  the  different  mem- 
bers of  our  own  family,  or  to  relate  the  part  thev  have 
borne  in  the  great  events  of  the  past.  That  task  has  been 
performed  with  so  much  skill  and  learning,  with  such  rare 
discrimination  and  exhaust i\e  research,  by  the  historian 
of  our  family,  that  no  one,  lor  many  years  at  least  to  come, 
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ma)"  venture  to  walk  b}'  his  side  in  that  field  of  inquiry. 
Great  as  is  our  sense  of  obligation  to  Myron  A.  Munson, 
the  full  appreciatio)!  of  his  work  will  come  only  with 
succeeding  generations,  to  which,  but  for  his  patient  toil, 
the  records  of  our  family  would  doubtless  have  been  lost 
forever.  Mowever  much  he  may  owe  to  those  who  have 
preceded  him,  I  bclic>-e  that  the  two  volumes  that  bear 
his  name  will  long  be  accepted  as  standards  in  their 
deparUncnt  of  literature. 

Unaware  even  of  my  relationship  to  our  honored  an- 
cestor until  informed  by  him,  and  v.'ith  no  means  at  my 
command  for 'original  research,  I  can  in  no  pailicular 
amplify  his  work.  But  as  1  read  again  in  his  pages  the 
history  of  the  earlier  days  as  illustrated  by  the  lives  of 
those  v\diose  name  we  bear,  there  came  to  mc  new  interest 
in  the  story,  a  feeling  of  personal  resr)onsibility  to  the 
men  of  prior  times,  and  a  truer  appreciation  of  tlie  dig- 
nity of  American  manhood  and  citizenship.  And  to-day, 
although  fully  mindful  of  the  fact  that  there  is  no  place 
in  this  country  where  American  history  is  studied  with 
greater  zeal,  or  more  clearly  understood  than  at  this 
ancient  seat  of  learning,  ]  ask  you  to  go  back  with  nie  to 
the  days  of  Thomas  Munson  and  look  for  a  moment  at  the 
influences  which  guided  and  governed  the  men  of  that 
period  in  their  woik  of  la)  ing  the  foundations  of  this 
mighty  nation.  Two  centuries  separate  their  labors  from 
ours.  We  have  outlived  the  prophecy  of  De  Maistre 
and  survived  the  ordeal  which  de  Tocqueville  foresaw  and 
feared  ;  but  we  have  still  to  contend  with  the  dangers 
which  lurk  in  an  expansion  of  the  Republic  in  population, 
domain  and  wealth,  dangers  born  of  peace,  not  of  con- 
flict— of  strength,  not  of  weakness — dangers  which  I  believe 
can  be  averted  or  overcome  only  by  keeping  alive  in  the 
breasts  of  their  descendants  the  spirit  which  governed, 
controlled  and  dominated  their  lives. 

History  furnishes  us  with  no  other  instance  of  a  nation 
founded  by  men  of  character  comfiarnble  to  that  of  the 
men  who  composed  the  New  Enghind  colonics.  "God," 
said  William  Stoughtou,  in    i6y<s,  "sifted   a   whole  nation 
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that  He  mif^ht  send  choice  grain  into  the  wilderness." 
While  it  is  doubtless  true  that  the  Pilgrin:is  "  dreamed 
not  of  empire"  when  the}'  left  their  place  of  exile 
in  Holland  and  crossed  the  ocean,  yet  thc}'  brought 
with  them  the  spirit  of  liberty  which  in  a  hundred 
forms  was  then  hovering  over  the  nations  of  the  old 
world.  Although  they  came  seeking  only  freedom 
to  worship  God  in  their  own  way,  the  Pilgrim  and 
the  Puritan  brought  with  them  in  addition  to  the  free 
church  the  free  school;  and  irom  these  arose,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  inexorable  logic  of  Puritanism,  the  free 
state.  No  words  express  with  half  the  ehxpience,  no 
subsequent  event  illustrates  with  half  the  force,  the  devo- 
tion and  the  courage  of  our  Pilgrim  Fatlicrs  as  does  the 
simple  fact  that,  although  retui'ning  spring  was  welcomed 
by  but  half  of  those  who  had  landed  in  December,  and 
only  five  of  these  were  left  in  sufficient  health  to  close  the 
e3'cs  of  the  dying  and  bear  them  to  their  nameless  graves, 
yet  when  the  Mayflower  returned  to  England  in  April 
she  bore  not  homeward  a  single  Pilgrim.  Is  it  s.tranire 
that  principles  nurtured  b}'  so  sublime  a  faith  and  de- 
fended by  such  dauntless  courage  should  have  survived 
the  attacks  of  the  savage,  triumphed  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  subjected  the  continent  to  their  swMy  ? 

It  cannot  with  fairness  be  claimed  that  our  government 
was  founded  solel}'  on  Puritan  teachings.  Doctrines  and 
ideas  came  from  other  sources.  We  must  not  forget  the 
grave  at  Monticello  or  the  tomb  at  Mount  Vernon;  and 
let  us  ever  remember  that  the  first  proclamation  in  this 
country  of  freedom  in  religious  thought  and  worship 
came  not  from  Protestant  New  England,  but  from  Cath- 
olic Maryland,  which  declared  that  "No  one  in  this  prov- 
ince who  believes  in  Jesus  Christ  shall  be  molested  in  the 
free  exercise  of  his  or  her  religion." 

But  after  accrediting  to  the  other  forces  that  have  aided 
in  our  growth  the  full  measure  even  of  their  claims,  to 
New  England  still  must  be  accorded  the  glory  of  having 
contributed  m<:>re  to  the  development  of  our  national 
character,  institutions  and  government  tiuan  all  the  other 
atjencies  combined. 
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The  true  character  of  the  Puritan  has  been,  perhaps,  as 
often  concealed  bA'  unmerited  praise  as  by  unwarranted 
detraction.  Tlie  life  of  Thomas  Munson,  as  dei>icted  by 
our  historian,  presents  a  failhfiil  portrait  of  the  typical 
Puritan.  As  disclosed  to  us  it  is  invested  with  neither 
myster}^  nor  romance.  From  the  day  that  he  fiisl  emerges 
from  obscurity  at  the  age  of  twenty-hve  unlil  Ins  dcatli  at 
seventy-three,  his  biograjihy  is  but  the  story  ot  miswerv- 
ing  devotion  to  tlie  colony  and  to  his  God.  And  this  is 
the  story  of  Puritanism.  Of  what  they  suffeiecl  and  en- 
dured, harassed  by  Indians,  beset  by  death  in  every  form, 
cut  off  from  civilization  and  beyond  the  knowledge  of 
their  friends  and  of  mankind,  we  need  not  speak;  their 
glory  springs  not  from  what  the}'  endui"cd,  but  irom  the 
fact  that  they  endured  it;  not  from  what  the}-  suffered, 
but  from  what  they  accomplished;  not  from  the  memo- 
ries- which  they  left  behind  them,  but  from  those  they 
have  handed  dov/n  to  us. 

The  foremost  trait  of  character  that  distinguished  our 
ancestors  was  their  profound  religious  faith,  and  from  tliis 
has  arisen  most  of  the  misapprehension  that  surrounds 
their  character.  Although  the  Puritans  may  justly  be 
charged  with  intoleiance,  they  cannot  be  accused  of  incon- 
sistency. They  came  to  this  country,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  founding  a  colony  in  which  any  one  might  worship 
God  as  he  pleased,  but  for  the  purpose  of  securing  free- 
dom to  worship  God  in  their  own  way.  Religious  toler- 
ance was  not  taught  in  the  fierce  scliool  of  oppression  in 
which  they  had  been  reared.  For  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing freedom  of  worship,  they  fled  from  England  to  Hol- 
land ;  and  that  they  might  preserve  among  their  children 
the  language  and  traditions  of  their  native  land,  they 
came  to  this  country.  Their  purpose  was  to  found  a 
theocratic  state  in  which  the  minutest  details  of  their 
daily  life  should  be  regulated  by  their  interpretation  of 
Holy  Writ;  and  although  they  brought  willi  them  the 
germs  of  civil  as  well  as  of  religious  liberty,  nothing 
could  have  been  farther  from  their  thoughts  than  th-e 
institution  of  a  i''o\'ertunent  that  wc-uld  condemn  to  death 
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the  judr;cs,  jurors  and  witnesses  who  participated  in  the 
trials  for  witchcraft,  and  would  command  them  to  take 
their  place  on  the  scaffold  017  Gallows  IJill  by  the  side  of 
their  hapless  victims  —  a  L'^overnmcnt  that  stands  proud 
and  imperious  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  yet  guards 
with  equal  solicitude  the  religious  lights  and  views  of 
Gentile  and  of  jew,  of  Protestant  and  of  Catlioiic,  of 
Christian  and  of  Infidel.  C(^uld  they  have  foreseen  the 
ultimate  result  of  thcii-  labors,  history  would  probably 
contain  no  mention  of  the  voyage  of  the  MnyflDwer. 
While  we  may  not  justify  their  stern  ]-cligious  fanaticism, 
their  memory  pleads  for  no  apology  at  our  hands.  B}' 
their  lives  they  have  made  even  the  name  "fanatic" 
illustrious. 

Inseparable  from  their  religious  views,  and  grounded 
upon  them,  was  their  spirit  of  independence.  But  this 
trait  of  character  was  to  them  an  inheritance.  If  we 
would  seek  its  origin,  we  must  turn  our  e3-es  far  av.-a}' 
from  the  shores  of  New  England  and  look  much  farther 
back  in  Englisli  history  than  the  establishment  of  the 
church  at  Scrooby  Manor  or  the  flight  to  Holland. 
jMore  than  two  centuries  before  James  I.  declared  at 
Hampton  Court  that  he  would  make  the  F'uritans  "con- 
form or  harry  them  out  of  the  land,"  it  had  challenged 
the  Roman  dogma  of  spiritual  supremacy  and  ushered  in 
the  heroic  age  of  England.  Slowly  and  quietly  it  gath- 
ered strength  during  succeeding  reigns,  stayed  not  by 
persecution  or  oppression,  appalled  not  b}-  the  terrors 
of  the  dungeon,  the  sword  or  the  faggot,  until  it  strug- 
gled up  to  victory  on  the  battle  field  of  Marston  Moor 
and  Naseby  and  ascended  with  Cromwell  the  throne  of 
England.  It  was  this  same  spirit  which  in  1636  dotted 
the  harbor  of  Boston  with  forts  in  opposition  to  the 
schemes  of  Charles  I.  to  annul  the  charter  of  Massachu- 
setts and  gave  to  Beacon  Hill  its  name;  that  later  found 
expression  on  the  lips  of  Otis,  of  Adams  and  of  Patrick 
Henry  ;  that  stood  fire  at  Concord  and  at  Eexington,  and 
is  commemorated  by  the  shaft  on  Bunker  Hill ;  that  called 
Putnam    from    the    plow,    Stark    from    the    hills    of  New 
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Hampshire,  and  Greene  from  his  home  in  Rhode  Island  ; 
that.  "  smote  for  liberty  "  at  Trentcjii,  that  withstood  the 
sufferings  of  Valley  Forge,  that  stormed  the  enemy's 
works  at  Stony  Point,  that  sailed  the  seas  with  the  brave 
Paul  Jones,  that  won  at  Monmouth,  that  received  ttie 
sword  of  CornwalHs  at  Yorktown  ;  and  that,  at  last,  as  if 
to  rear  with  its  own  hands  a  monument  upon  v»diich 
should  be  forever  tranhxed  tlie  gaze  of  all  mankind,  incar- 
nated itself  in  the  life  of  that  matchless  figure  of  the  cen- 
turies, George  Washington. 

Closely  interwoven  with  the  religion  of  the  Puritans  and 
their  ideas  of* government,  was  their  love  of  education. 
According  to  their  theory  of  life,  ignorance  was  the  basis  of 
both  popery  and  despotism.  ]3y  the  side  of  the  church 
they  built  the  school-house,  thus  laying  the  foundation  of 
our  system  of  public  schools,  in  which  to-day  are  tauglit 
to  sixteen  millions  of  our  3'oung  not  onl\'  the  English  lan- 
guage but  the  principles  of  liberty  as  well.  Compulsory 
education  was  born  in  the  little  colony  of  Connecticut 
long  before  it  was  even  thought  of  by  Frederick  of 
Prussia.  In  direct  opposition  to  the  theory  of  society 
which  prevailed  in  the  countiics  of  Europe,  that  the 
great  body  of  the  people  should  have  no  part  in  the  gov- 
ernment of  church  or  state,  and  were  better  kept  in 
ignorance,  the  New  England  colonies  declared  that  the 
state  could  not  endure  the  results  of  ignorance  in  her 
citizens,  and  provided  the  common  schools  for  the  com- 
mon people.  Deny  if  you  will  to  our  forefathers  all 
praise  save  that  which  rests  upon  what  they  did  in  behalf 
of  educ.ition,  and  you  have  Icit  them  still  enough  to 
entitle  them  to  the  grateful  remembrance  of  mankind. 
Light  and  darkness  cannot  dwell  together.  In  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  colonies  was  fostered  the  spirit  that 
animated  the  Rcv(;lution  and  made  us  free.  But  it  was 
reserved  for  a  later  century  to  demonstrate  the  full  value 
of  these  infant  seminaries  of  libcrt}'.  When  the  supreme 
test  of  our  institutions  came,  when  the  descendant  of  the 
Puritan  met  face  to  face  upon  the  field  of  battle  the 
descendant  of  the  Cavalier,  and  "the  hearts  of  men  stood 
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still,"  it  was  the  love  of  country  taught  in  our  common 
schools  that  won. 

Permit  me  here  to  record  my  dissent  from  the  assump- 
tion which  universally  prevails  and  wddch  found  expression 
in  Professor  Shaler's  article  in  the  June  number  of  the 
North  American  Mevicw  on  "  Environment  and  Man  in 
New  England,"  to  the  effect  that  slaver}'  was  only  an 
accident  of  soil  and  climate,  and  that  if  the  Puiitans 
had  settled  in  Jamestown  thc}'  would  have  become  its 
advocates  and  defenders.  1  do  not  believe  it.  The 
principles  upon  which  slavery  rested  were  incompatible 
with  the  fundamental  principles  of  Puritan  belief.  Slav- 
ery did  exist  in  early  New  England,  but  New  England 
arose  above  it  and  discarded  it,  not  simply  because 
it  was  unprofitable,  but  because  it  was  odious  and 
hateful  to  the  religious  faith  of  her  people,  condemned  by 
their  spirit  of  independence,  and  opposed  by  the  teacliings 
of  her  common  schools  and  colleges.  And  if  the  people 
of  New  England,  throughout  all  their  history,  have  been 
distinguished  by  one  characteristic  more  than  b}-  another, 
it  is  their  willingness  to  sacrifice  material  interests  to 
what  they  believe  to  be  right.  Slavery  comported  wdth 
the  habits,  the  training  and  the  more  seductive  life  of  the 
Cavalier,  but  it  could  not  fasten  its  roots  in  the  soil  of 
New  England,  to  whose  sons,  then  as  now,  wealth,  case 
and  position  come,  if  they  come  at  all,  as  the  reward  of 
persistent  personal  effort.  Even  if  slavery  had  become 
one  of  the  fixed  institutions  of  New  England,  she  would 
have  outgrown  it  and  thrown  it  off,  as  it  was  thrown  oif 
by  England,  whose  soil,  long  before  our  own,  became  too 
sacred  for  the  footsteps  of  the  slave. 

Religion,  liberty  and  education,  these  were  the  forces 
which  dominated  the  colony  founded  bv  the  x\o-reement 
which  bears  the  name  of  our  honored  ancestor;  and  these 
were  the  lorces  which  sustained  her  sister  colonies  and 
which  to-day  characterize  the  descendants  of  New  Eng- 
land wherever  found.  The  creation  of  the  political  insti- 
tutions by  which  liberty  is  maintained  in  this  country  will 
forever  stand  as  the  crowning  glory  of  the  work  of  the 
men  of  colonial  days. 
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Two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  years  have  passed  since 
the  first  written  instrument  crealiuf;-  a  government  was 
signed  at  Hartford.  This,  says  Fiskc,  "marked  the 
beginning  of  American  democracy."  Within  that  time, 
short  as  it  may  seem  compared  to  tlie  age  of  the  lead- 
ing nations  of  Europe  or  to  those  of  antiquity,  a  mighty 
people  have  arisen,  and,  throwing  aside  the  theories  of  the 
nations  that  preceded  them,  they  have  established  a  gov- 
ernment upon  princi[iles  never  before  recognized  as  the 
basis  of  civil  power,  confidence  in  the  multitude,  in  its  hon- 
est}', its  intelligence,  its  patriotism — confidence,  in  short, 
in  the  dignity  of  man,  jNIarvelous  has  been  our  growth, 
and  grand  our  achievements;  but  docs  continued  prosper- 
ity await  us?  I  share  in  no  degree  tlie  fears  of  tliose  who 
see  nothing  but  clouds  above  our  heads,  and  hear  no  sounds 
save  those  of  convulsions  beneath  our  feet.  1  believe  that 
the  republic  of  America  was  never  so  strong  in  all  the 
elements  of  life  and  power  as  it  is  to-da)-.  But  society 
both  in  this  countr}'  and  in  the  old  countries  is  entering 
upon  a  period  of  intense  unrest  produced  by  the  spread 
of  education  and  the  demand  for  a  solution  of  those  prob- 
lems which  have  been  called  forth  by  the  miiterial  and 
industrial  progress  of  the  present  generation.  The  liberty 
of  speech  which  our  institutions  allov,-,  and  the  fact  that 
our  population  to-day  comprises  all  grades  and  conditions 
of  mankind,  must  make  the  discussion  of  these  questions 
with  us  especially  relentless  and  bitter.  As  if  to  put 
democracy  to  the  most  severe  test  that  could  be  devised, 
we  permit  all  who  will  to  come,  and  almost  upon  their 
arrival  clothe  tliem  with  the  sacred  rights  of  citizenship. 
The  idle,  the  worthless  and  the  criminal,  even  he  who  sees 
onl}'  in  social  chaos  his  ideals  of  human  existence,  and 
would  supplant  the  emblem  of  liberty  with  the  flag  of 
anarchy,  is  allowed  an  equal  voice  with  him  whose  ances- 
tors and  kindred  sleep  in  the  unmarked  graves  upon  every 
battlefield  of  the  Republic.  Frotn  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  to  1820,  a  period  of  thirty-one  years,  the  t(jtal 
immigration  to  this  country  was  250,0^0  persons.  From 
18S0  to  1S90  it  exceeded  five  and  one-hall   millions.     Dur- 
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ing  a  single  year  in  that  decade  it  reached  tlie  startling- 
figure  of  789,000.  Certainly  it  could  not  have  been  con- 
templated by  those  who  framed  the  Constitution  that  we 
should  ever  receive  within  so  short  a  time  such  an  enor- 
mous influx  of  people  who  are  strangei's  to  our  laws  and 
customs  and  in  no  wr.y  pic  pared  for  our  social  and  politi- 
cal life.  Ever}-  attem^U  to  modify  our  naturalization  laws 
or  to  restrict  immigralion  arouses  the  opposition  of  the 
politician  and  the  demagogue  and  awakens  the  fears  of 
party  leaders;  while  evei}'  extension  of  the  right  of 
suffrage  or  the  removal  of  a  barrier  to  immigration  is 
applauded  as  aii  act  done  in  the  name  of  humanity. 

The  growth  of  private  fortunes  is  creating  in  many  of 
our  people  an  ambition  for  the  social  distinctions  and 
privileges  v/hich  exist  under  other  fornis  of  government, 
and  is  exciting  in  the  poorer  classes  feelings  of  envy  and 
bitterness,  while  labor  ceaselessly  demands  before  the 
doors  of  corporate  power  its  real  or  fancied  rights  and 
rewards. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  danger  to  our  S3'stem  of  govern- 
ment and  to  our  liberties  lies  in  the  growing  indifference  to 
public  aflairs  of  a  large  portion  of  our  well-meaning  and 
educated  citizens.  The  day  when  the  caucus  and  primary 
recorded  the  verdict  of  the  party  in  the  choice  of  candidates 
is  gone,  and  I  believe  gone  forever,  and  they  serve  now 
only  to  record  the  wishes  of  the  professional  politicians. 

Other  causes  of  discord  and  discontent  exist,  and  other 
dangers  which  threaten  us  might  be  named,  had  not  the 
discussion  of  them  long  ago  been  rendered  familiar  to 
those  I  address,  by  the  scholars,  writers  and  states- 
men of  New  England.  Eor  here,  as  in  no  other  part 
of  our  country,  have  the  teaching  and  wise  counsels  of 
the  fathers  been  cherished  and  revered,  and  any  depar- 
ture from  them  met  with  reproval.  Indeed,  I  should 
crave  your  pardon,  my  friends  and  kindred,  for  having 
touched  at  all  upon  so  trite  a  subject,  did  not  the  circum- 
stances under  which  we  are  met  and  the  occasion  seem 
irresistibly  to  force  the  mind  into  this  channel,  to 
awaken  within  us  a  sense  of  duty  as  men,  and  to  appeal 
to  our  pride  and  patriotism  as  citizens. 
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The  rights  and  privilcg'cs  for  which  the  Puritan  con- 
tended aic  now  accorded  to  a  Large  proportion  of  man- 
kind, anrl  in  no  land  save  ours  more  freely  than  in  that 
from  \\  hose  oppression  he  fled.  The  dangers  wh.ich  beset 
his  life  are  gone,  but  new  perils  have  come.  The  work  of 
the  Puritan  is  not  done.  Tiuic  has  mellowed  and 
smoothed  away  the  asperity  of  his  religious  views,  but 
it  has  left  us  his  habits  of  industry  and  frugality,  his  high 
sense  of  personal  hoi^or,  his  braver}-  and  moral  courage, 
his  love  of  learning,  his  integrit}'  and  economy  in  public 
affairs,  his  respect  for  law,  his  de\'Otion  to  the  cause  of 
freedom,  his  attachment  to  his  countr}-,  and  his  reverence 
for  God  ;  and  not  until  these  principles  regulate  the  con- 
duct of  all  who  inhabit  this  land  Vv-ill  the  labors  of  the 
Puritan  be  finished.  Until  that  time  shall  have  come,  his 
brave  and  dauntless  soul  must  stand  guard  upon  the  tur- 
rets of  our  temples  of  liberty  and  progress.  By  the 
unalterable  laws  wliich  constituted  his  rules  of  life  must 
American  manhocKJ  be  measured  ;  by  his  standards  of 
right  and  wrong  must  questions  of  governmental  policy 
be  determined.  From  no  otlicr  course  can  come  the  solu- 
tion of  the  problems  that  confront  us  and  protection  from 
the  dangers  that  menace  us. 

jNIen  and  women  in  whose  veins  fiows  the  blood  of 
Thomas  Munson,  the  preservation  in  history  of  the  deeds 
and  virtues  of  our  ancestor  imposes  upon  us  added  obliga- 
tions to  society  and  trj  our  country. 

Through  the  vista  of  two  centuries  and  a  half  we  may 
discern  his  commanding  figure  standing  upon  the  rugged 
shores  of  New  England,  in  the  full  vigor  of  his  early 
manhood.  For  eight  and  forty  years  he  walks  within 
our  view.  As  though  conscious  that  every  step  he  takes 
would  be  subjected  to  the  light  of  after  ages,  he  turns 
not  once  aside  from  the  pathway  of  duty.  His  fellow-men 
appeal  to  him  and  he  answers  ;  the  church  demands  his 
services,  and  he  responds;  the  colony  calls  to  him  for  pro- 
tection against  the  savage  and  its  foes,  and  proudly  he 
stands  forth  scorning  the  fear  of  death.  Oh,  m}-  kindred, 
hovv'  rich  in  e.KauipIc,  how    worlhv   of  einulalion    was  the 


life  of  him  who  sleeps  in  3-oncle)-  fj^ravc.  Not  one  of  those 
who  are  here  assembled,  or  of  the  thousands  who  have 
borne  his  name  ;  not  one  of  his  descendants  wiio  on  sul)- 
seqncnt  battle-fields  have  won  rcno\v'n,  or  in  literature, 
the  arts,  or  sciences,  have  achieved  distinction,  but  might 
turn  with  pride  and  salute  him,  Sc'rr.  Aiid  liere  today, 
amid  the  scenes  of  his  life,  let  vis  resolve  that  his  noble 
convictions  of  rir?;ht  and  duty,  inspired  by  the  immortal 
truths  of  relit(ion  and  his  hi^h  standard  of  integrity  and 
honor,  shall  be  forever  preserved  b}'  all  who  bear  the 
name  of  Munson. 


PROGRAMME   AT    DINNER. 


C}tairir,a7i. 
C.   LaRue  jMunson,  Ksq.,       -    "      -         -        Williainsport,  Pa. 

Vice-Chain>!an. 
Mr.  Edward  G.   jNIunson,      .         -         -         -      Cohocs,  N.  Y. 

TOASTS. 

1.  INTRODUCTORY,      .  -  .  -  -     Tiie  Ch.\irma\. 

2.  "THE    MUNSON    RECORD," 

The  Rkv.   Myron  A.   Mi;.\son,  New  Ilavcn. 


At  the  call  of  the  Chairman  : 

Mr.  Edward  G.  Muxs.-n,  ...            -  Cohocs,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Rowland  B.  Lacey,  ....  Bridgeport,  Ct. 

Mr.  Stkphex  Muxson,  ....  Chicag-o,  111. 

IIari.an  L.  Mu^'son,  Esq.,  ....  Wcstficld,  N.  Y. 

Chaplain  K.  M.  Griffith,  ....  Sabina,  O. 

C.   M.   BrsHNEi.L,  Esq.,  ....  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


^^W  Iri  the  evening,  the  coinpany  will  occupy  Ilarmonie  Hall  and  parlor 
for  social  intercouise,  musical  enteitainnicnt  by  volunteers,  etc. 


MENU. 

Broiled  Spring  Chicken.        Currant  Jelly.        Cold  Turkey.        Cranberry  Sauce. 

Lamb.        Potato  Salad. 

Cold  Tongue.        Cold  Ham.        Sliced  Tomatoes.        Celery. 

Chicken  Salad.         Lobster  Salad. 

Wine  Jelly. 

Round  Jelly  Cakes.         Assorted  Cakes. 

Neapolitan  Ice  Cream. 

Fruit.  Mottoes. 

Coffee.        Tea. 


TOASTS   AND    AFTER-DINNER 
SPEECHES. 


This  department'^'  of  the  day's  observance  Avas  opened  with 
an  address  by  tlie_^presidin_£i^  onicer,  C.  La  Rtjf,  Munson,  Esq. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,   Cousins  and  Joint  Descendants  of  an 
Honored  Ancestor: 

I  street  you. 

The  gastronomic  poition  of  our  progranimc  being  com- 
pleted, post-prandial  oratory  is  now  the  ordei'  of  the  day. 
That  you  will  suffer  ]io  disappciintment  in  listening  to  those 
vrho  will  be  called  upon  to  fulfil  that  dut)',  I  am  well  assuj'ed. 
Your  toast-master,  however,  feels  that  the  occasion  will  not 
be  made  more  happy  by  that  which  he  may  have  to  sav,  and 
fears  that  you  may  find  yourselves  somev/hat  in  the  position 
of  Michael  Casey,  at  his  wife's  funeral.  The  undertaker 
approached  him  at  the  end  of  the  services,  and  said,  "i^dr. 
Casey,  the  religious  part  of  these  obsequies  are  nuw  closed 
and  you  will  take  the  first  carriage  with  your  mother-in-law." 
To  which  Casey  replied,  '*  I  am  quite  willing  to  have  all  the 
arrangements  duly  carried  out,  but  the  whole  pleasure  of  the 
occasion  is  now  spiled." 

Could  any  occasion  be  more  pleasant  than  an  assemblage 
of  the  descendants  of  an  honored  ancestor  ?  Gathered  from 
various  jjarts  of  our  broad  land,  we  meet  to  honor  the  name 
and  memory  of  one  who  had  no  small  part  in  forming  ttie 
government  under  which  we  live,  and  in  securing  the  civil 
and   religious   liberty  of  which   the  American  citizen  can  so 


*As  the  remarks  of  those  who  responded  to  toasts  were  extemporaneous, 
and  as  no  notes  were  taken  of  them,  the  editor  has  requested  the  speakers 
to  write  out  responses,  comprising;  what  they  said,  or  may  have  said,  or 
raiglit  have  said. 
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well  be  proud.  In  making  tlie  assertion  tliat  our  Colonial 
anccsU'v  had  its  share  in  the  foundation  of  our  govern- 
nieut  v.'c  (}<'  not  misst'ilc  tlic  facts  nor  pjive  to  tiiose  of  our 
forefathers  an}-  undue  credit.  From  \\'ant  of  knowledge  of 
our  early  Colonial  histor),  tlie  Aineiican  people  have  been 
too  apt  to  give  all  the  lioiiDr  to  the  heroes  of  the  Revolution. 
Their  respect  and  reverence  is  equally  due  to  those  who  first 
settled  these  shores  and  made  possible  the  later  American 
Union.  l"hc  successes  of  the  Ivcvoluticni  vvere  won  by  the  train- 
ing the  Colonial  soldiers,  and  their  forefathers,  had  in  the  early 
French  and  Indian  wars.  Washington's  military  strategy  and 
skill  were  acc^uired  in  the  forests  and  morasses  of  the  C)hio 
Valley;  Vorktcrwn,  Saratoga  and 'J'renton,  were  won  by  the 
brave  soldiers  of  the  F'equot  and  King  Philip  Wars,  and  of 
the  early  Ijattles  of  the  Wesl  and  South.  The  Declaration  of 
Independence  was  the  natural  daughter  of  Magna  Charta. 
The  pririciples  of  liberty,  embedded  in  the  hearts  of  Thomas 
Munson  and  the  men  of  his  times,  and  brought  by  them  from 
■jNIother  England,  blossomed  in  the  souls  of  their  sons  into 
an  indissoluble  Union.  The  eternal  principles  of  equal  rights 
to  all  men,  aiid  a  desire  for  a  government  bv  the  people,  fcir  the 
people  and  of  tlie  people,  which  led  the  Puritan  across  the 
stormy  Atlantic:  to  an  alniost  unkn(jwn  and  barren  shore, 
bore  fruit  in  his  grandchildren  in  a  constitution  v.hich  has 
stood  the  test  of  time  and  has  been  pronounced  by  an 
eminent  writer  to  be,  next  to  Holy  Writ,  the  most  perfect 
exposition  of  hiuaan  rights  ever  written. 

Few  of  us  appreciate  the  Puritan  inlluence  upon  American 
histoiy,  American  government  and  America's  commercial 
industrial  progress,  as  ^\'ell  as  upon  her  religious  and  educa- 
tional control  of  the  hearts  and  minds  of  her  citizens.  Let 
it  be  the  {)roud  boast  of  Xew  England's  sons  that,  go  Vvhere 
they  will,  in  all  this  broad  land,  in  every  city,  in  every  town 
and  village,  in  every  community,  small  or  great,  and  inquir- 
ing of  its  prosperity,  of  its  achievements  and  of  its  civil  and 
religious  progress,  it  will  be  found  that  all  have  been  fostered, 
if  not  largely  secured,  by  tlK)se  in  whose  veins  flows  the  blood 
of  the  Puritan  settlers  of  the  New  England  Colonies.  Such 
a  Puritan  was  Thomas  Munson  and  such  a  citi/.en  was  our 
famous  ancestor  :  his  blood  pulses  in  our  veins,  and  so  far  as 
we  are   lilied   with   [Vitriotis'u   ami  a  desire  to  do  noble  deeds 
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and  acliieve  a  jilace  of  honor  among  our  fellow  citizens,  we 
can  attribute  a  part,  at  least,  of  those  characteristics  to  an 
inheritance  fiom  our  lionored  Pilcriin  Father. 

To  enliven  tlie  nionient,  altlK)ur^^h  tending-  somewhat  to  ttic 
ridiculous,  ma_v  I  tell  a  little  story  I  lately  read  in  a  comic 
pa]ier,  whicli  humorously  illustrates  a  ^^'ortlly  desire  to  afiili- 
atc  with  Puritan  blood  ?  Tlie  scene  v.as  a  dai  ky  ball,  arid  the 
characters  a  dusky  maiden  and  her  escort,  trick-cd  out  in  tlic 
fine)-y  in  ^\•hich  somx:  of  that  race  are  so  prone  to  adorn  them- 
selves. "  Mistah  Johnsing,"  said  the  maiden,  ''  Is  you  one  of 
those  wlio  can  trace  tlieir  blood  back  to  do  I^lymouth  Rock  ?" 
"  1  can't  say,  ?*liss  Fairfax,  dat  I  can  do  thai,  but  1  got  hoi'  of 
some  Plymouth  Rock  chickens  one  moonlight  night,  and  dc 
nex'  day  I  could  trace  my  blood  along  de  road  I  came  over 
for  more  than  fo'  miles." 

AVe  have  with  us  one  of  the  descendants  of  Thomas  jMun- 
son,  whom  1  would  honor  as  a  Munson  second  only  to  our 
great  ancestor.  For  tv.-elve  long  years  his  whole  time 
has  been  devoted  to  recording  the  history  of  the  deeds 
of  that  ancestor,  and  to  the  records  of  his  descendants. 
IIow"  well  he  has  performed  that  labor  his  nuist  successful 
jNlunson  Record  \vell  testifies.  Admittedly  the  best  gene- 
alogical record  yet  pid:)]ished,  and  likely  to  be  long  without 
a  rival,  and  never  to  be  surpassed,  his  work  is  an  honor,  not 
only  to  himself,  but  as  W'cll,  to  the  whole  Munson  Family.  It 
was  prepared  without  reward,  or  hope  of  reward,  but  there 
will  be  a  re\\-ard  for  him  more  honorable  and  lasting  than 
gold  or  silver  could  buy.  AVhen  all  of  us  are  mingled  with 
the  dust  ;  when  our  very  names,  except  as  he  has  preserved 
them,  have  perished  ;  when  every  Munson  now  living  has 
been  forgotten,  his  name  will  remain  a  shining  luminary  in 
the  firmament  of  the  family.  No  marble  shaft  or  stately 
granite  need  mark  his  resting  place,  for  he  has  erected  a 
monument  to  his  name  and  fame  which  neitlier  time  can 
efface  nor  years  destroy.  It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that 
I  present  to  you  a  Munson  of  tlie  Munsons  ;  a  true  descend- 
ant of  Thomas,  an  Elishawdio  is  entitled  to  wear  the  mantle 
of  an  Elijah,  our  F'amily  historian,  the  Rev.  Myron  A. 
Munson. 
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Responsf.  of  '1'he  Historian. 

For  tlie  c;cncroiis  n|)preciation  of  Tiik  Record,  so  hand- 
somely cxpics.-ed  by  yourself,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  the  orator 
of  tlie  day,  and  by  tlic  other  speak(n-s  at  the  morning  session, 
I  tender  my  cordial  thanks. 

A  young  pirl  expressed  dissatisfaction  with  a  sermon  which 
she  had  [leard.  "  AVhat  v/as  (here  that  ycui  did  not  like  ?"  one 
inquired.  She  replied,  "The  beginning  was  good,  and  so 
was  the  ending,  but  it  had  too  much  middle."  You  may 
listen  cheerfully  to  the  beginning  of  my  speech,  and  will  cer- 
tainly be  pleased  at  its  ending  ;  but  you  are  suspicious,  as  I 
also  am,  of  the  vest  of  it  ;  for  is  not  the  speaker  he  who  gave 
such  magnitude  to  the  Munson  Book,  and  is  not  that  book 
the  theme  prescribed  to  him  ?  The  speaker  will  be  on  his 
guard. 

This  is  Munson  Day:  "A  red-letter  day,"  do  you  suggest? 
Not  quite  that  ;  it  would  require  all  rich  and  splendid  colors 
to  letter  it  properly.  A  lady  whose  home  is  beyond  ].ake 
Michigan,  A\"rote  us  that  she  expected  to  arrive,  unattended, 
in  the  evening,  and  would  be  pleased  with  an  escort  to  her 
lodging.  To  aid  in  identification,  she  gave  some  description 
of  herself  ;  one  item  was  that  she  was  five  feet  two  inches  in 
height.  When  I  saw  her  this  morning  she  was  five  feet 
eleven  inches  !  And  I  believe  that  we  are  all  several  inches 
taller  than  usual  to-day. 

Fourteen  years  ago  there  was  not  a  Munson  in  the  land,  so 
far  as  I  am  aware,  v.'ho  knew  his  lineage  through  more  than 
four  or  five  generations  ;  nut  one  who  knew  anything  of  his 
pioneer  ancestor.  And  tlie  great  Family  was  unknown  to 
itself  ;  each  person  knev,'  a  few  relatives,  but  the  Family  at 
large  was  as  unknown  to  itself  as  the  western  hemispiiere 
%vas  unknown  before  Columbus.  It  remained  to  be  discov- 
ered. And  not  only  was  it  a  terra  incognita,  but  there  was 
little  interest  in  questions  respecting  the  membership  of  the 
Family.  Our  relatives  had  to  be  educated  into  a  care  for  this 
knowledge,  had  to  have  a  desire  for  it  kindled,  and  very 
interesting  have  been  the  manifestations  of  progress  contin- 
ually bubbling  into  view. 

An  impression  has  been  repeatedly  mentioned  that  Connect- 
icut is  the  principal  abode  of  the  Munsons.  In  the  earlier 
generations  it  was,  but  how  changed  is  the  situation   tu-day. 
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We  have  found  135  localities  in  Coiuu-clicut  where  our 
Munsous  have  dwelt  ;  but  in  Ohio  we  have  found  t.i.|  such 
.localities,  and  in  New  York,  346.  Tlie  total  nninber  cif  j:tlaccs 
discovered  in  \^hich  the  descendants  of  Thomas  Munson  have 
dwelt  is  1,590  ;  of  these,  1,531  are  in  the  United  States.  Can 
you  take  in  the  significance  of  tliis  amazing'  fact,  that  our 
Family  lias  occupied  1,531  strategic  points  in  forty-eight 
States  and  territories  ?  "Why  shoidd  iioL  the  Republic  go  right 
and  be  a  good  place  to  live  in  when  ten  thousand  Munsous 
occupy  all  the  valleys  and  plains,  prairies,  hillsidt-s  and 
mountairi-tops,  inculcating  correct  views  and  forming  jniblic 
sentiment  in  accordance  with  an  enlightened  Chiistian 
patriotism  ?  If  society  were  ever  to  behave  itself  and  be 
happy,  must  it  not  be  under  the  tutelage  and  guidance  of  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  Tliomas  Munson  ? 

Just  at  this  point  it  occurs  to  me  that  the  ^'lunsons  have 
taken  a  harid  in  fashioning  the  exemtdary  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. They  have  occupied  therein  as  many  as  seventy-eight 
stations,  and  from  those  stations  have  radiated  illumining  and 
elevating  influences  towards  all  points  of  the  compass. 
Behold,  then,  a  State  whose  intelligence,  social  order,  pros- 
perity and  general  happiness  are  preeminent.  I'ardon  an 
oversight  :  Pennsylvania  is  a  republican  Slate, — just  the  kind 
of  commonwealth  which  every  judicious  democrat  wishes  to 
live  in  !  Imagine  our  eloquent  and  estecnied  ch.iirman. 
La  Rue,  consenting  to  reside  under  any  other  regi)iie !  Ycai 
couldn't  get  him  out  of  P'ennsylvania  with  the  help  of  a  regi- 
ment of  cavalry  or  a  cyclone. 

I  may  mention,  finally,  two  considerations  which  have 
afforded  cheer  as  I  pi'osecuted  my  interminable  task.  One 
was  that  the  results  of  my  exertion  might  be  exjiected  to 
amplifv  the  happiness  of  the  Familv.  "What  joy  of  the  life 
that  now  is  may  be  compared  with  tliat  which  springs  from 
the  love  of  kindred,  each  for  each,  and  each  for  all,  and  all 
for  each?  If  the  pleasures  springing  from  family  affection 
are  midtiplied  ;  if  those  whose  hearts  warm  with  kinship 
towards  us  and  towards  whom  our  hearts  warm,  are  midti- 
plied by  a  hundred  or  a  thousand,  must  not  such  acquisitions 
enrich  life  inexpressibly?  It  seems  to  me  that  my  own  grati- 
fication with  this  mortal  career,  has  been  doubled  by  the  dis- 
covery of  mv  nev."-foiuid,  long-lost  relatives. 
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Tlie  otlier  consideration  to  -whicli  I  alluded  was  this  :  my 
confidence  that  a  gcnei-al  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
admirable  members  of  the  Family  vvhosc  light  is  shining  from 
ocean  to  ocean  and  from  bay  to  gulf,  and— still  more  impres- 
sively—  with  onr  admirable  forefathers  a\1iosc  light  now 
shines  only  from  history  and  from  heaven, — mv  confidence,  J 
say,  that  a  general  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  sucliAvould 
exert  a  potent  influence  in  ennobling  the  jtresent  and  suc- 
ceeding generations.  The  (piality  of  our  Family  is  unques- 
tionably superior  ;  to  contribute  to  the  further  elevation  of 
its  tone  is  a  function  which  the  s})eaker  deems  not  unv/orthy. 
How  many  and  bright  ideals  does  the  h^amilv  histor)-  present  ! 
And  how  animating  are  the  varied  spectacles  of  excellence 
and  usefulness  !  Does  not  the  sight  of  aspiring  and  achiev- 
ing cousins,  the  sight  of  aspiring  and  achieviiig  sires  kindle 
within  us  new  aspirations  and  excite  us  to  attempt  higher 
achievements?  The  laurels  of  Miltiades:  did  they  deprive 
Themistocles  of  sleep  ?  O,  that  the  laurels  of  our  Munson 
laureates  may  be  a  perpetual  incitement  to  excel  one's 
present  self,  to  tread  with  zealous  step  an  ascending  piath. 
Sweetness  of  s])irit,  fidelity  to  triiih,  soundness  of  cliaracter 
wealth  of  usefulness, — such  are  the  excellences  \Ahich  lio-ht 
up  a  human  life  with  a  glow  that  endures  though  all  the 
constellations  of  the  sky  be  extinguished. 

(3)  Bclov.'  the  great  falls  of  the  Hudson,  at  Cohoes,  is  a  inanufactory  for 
the  production  of  health  and  comfort  in  the  form  of  nether  garments;  its 
founder  and  proprietor— prominent  among  the  business  men  of  the  Empire 
State — is  a  loyal  member  of  our  Family,  and  laboriously  devoted  to  the 
Family  enterprises  ;  I  call  upon  our  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Edward  G. 
Munson.*  * 


*rvlr.  Munson  had  already  said  in  his  Report  at  the  morning  session: 
Nine  years  have  come  and  gone  since  our  first  reunion.  Many  who  were 
present  at  that  gathering  have  passed  over  to  their  reward.  Our  lamented 
president,  Luzerne  I.  Munson,  has  gone.  Mrs.  Grace  Munson  Wheeler, 
who  was  with  us  then  and  continued  to  live  to  the  age  of  nearly  one  hun- 
dred years,  lias  gone  to  meet  her  ancestors,  and  ours,  on  tlic  other  shore. 
A  number  of  otlier  starred  names  will  occur  to  cacl:  of  us.  Many  also 
have  come  into  this  active,  busy  world,  lengthening  the  Family  roll-call. 
Probably  a  majority  of  those  present  at  our  previous  meeting  are  not  with 
us  to-day.     Many  who  were  not  here  then  are  here  now. 

I  think  it  fitting  to  make  brief  reference  to  the  meritorious  services  of 
my  predecessor  in  ofiiice,  Curtiss  J.  Monson,  Sr.  Ilis  arduous  and  ethcient 
labors  in  promotin..'  and  si:sta;ning  the  former  reunion  v.x-re  known  to 
few,  but  they  were  piaisewoi thy  and  deserving  of  universal  appreciation 
and  gratitude. 


—31— 

Air.  Chairman  and  Cousins  : 

Seated  in  llic  Tjiiitecl-Cl)urc]t  chapel  tlii?  morning,  my 
aUention  was  first  called  to  the  fact  tiiat  my  name  was  on  tiic 
list  of  members  who,  "at  the  call  of  the  cliairman,"  were 
expected  to  say  something  after  dinner  in  tiiis  hall.  11  my 
]:)OSt-of)icc  address  h;id  not  been  given  I  might  liave  imagined 
it  referred  to  some  other  Munson  bearing  the  same  name. 

I  know  we  all  enjoyed  the  exercises  in  the  cliapel — greet- 
ings, worship,  music,  addres.->es,  oration,  and  not  least,  the 
Secretary  and  Treasurer's  report  in  regard  to  our  financial 
condition.  Dy  this  report  you  Vv'cre  advised  of  the  Associa- 
tion's doings  from  Aug.  17,  1887,  to  Aug.  19,  1896. 

Hard  work  and  much  valuable  time  have  been  given  by 
those  upon  whom  the  duty  devolved  to  make  tliis  gatlK-ring  a 
fitting  conclusion  to  the  prej^aration  and  publication  of  The 
Munson  Record. 

Much  money  has  been  contributed  to  meet  the  financial 
needs.  Notwithstanding  these  pleasant  remembrances,  we,  as 
an  association,  are  in  in  debt,  mostly  to  our  p)rinting-house, 
about  $900.  Any  aid  vou  can  give  the  Association  in  paying 
this  debt  will  be  apjireciatcd. 

(4)  The  Vice-Cliairinan  of  the  morning  session,  for  many  years  treasurer  of 
the  city  of  Bridgeport,  and  employed  during  a  nuich  longer  period  in 
responsible  public  positions,  is  president  of  the  Fairfield  County  Historical 
Society  and  uncommonly  fond  of  inquiring  into  local  and  family  history. 
I  call  upon  Kowland  B.  Lacey,  (rtatis  seventy-eight. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Kinsmefi,  Ladies  and  Genilenwn  : 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  meet  so  goodly  a  representa- 
tic)n  of  tlie  Munson  Family  to-day  in  this  second  reunion,  and 
under  such  pleasant  auspices.  The  only  tiling  unpleasant  to 
me  is  that  I  am  expected  to  make  a  speech.  Having  informed 
the  committee  of  the  uncertainty  of  my  presence  and  my 
wish,  in  case  I  might  be  able  to  attend,  to  be  entirely  incon- 
spicuous, I  hoped  to  enjoy  the  occasion  very  quietly,  and 
hence  am  altogether  withotit  preparation.  Howe\er,  since  I 
am  here  and  on  my  feet,  I  should  be  false  to  my  feelings  and 
fail  in  my  duty  to  our  indefatigable  historian  did  I  not  extend 
to  him  and  to  the  entire  family  mv  heartv  congratulations  on 
the  completion  of  his  elaborate  and  nolde  work,  well  and 
appropriately  named  the  "  ?vIunsou  Rect>rd."  What  might 
have  been  a  bare  genealocrlcal  skeleton — vakuible  indeed  for 
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locating  the  parts,  he  lias  succeeded  in  clothing  with  so  much 
of  personality  and  achievement  that  each  member  of  the  vari- 
ous clans  is  iatrod'.iced  to  the  others,  and  an  interested  kin- 
ship pron^oted  through  the  whole  family.  A  noble  ancestor, 
and  other  noble  lives  and  characters  are  successively  brought 
to  view  therein — -a  benediction  and  an  ius);iration  for  high 
endeavor  to  present  and  future  sons  and  daugliteis. 

I  had  not  extended  my  researclies  in  my  Munson  line  further 
back  than  my  great-grandfather,  Baszel,  of  Clan  Joel,  of  New 
Haven  and  Hamdcn.  I  feel  under  profound  obligation  to  our 
historian  for  bringing  to  light  the  records  of  his  useful  life — 
so  much  in  tlie  line  of  his,  and  our  conitnou  anr-estor,  Capt. 
Thomas  ?*Iunson.  Esquire  Baszel  vras  very  fortvmate  in  his 
family  alliances.  Mis  first  wife  was  Keziah,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Isaac  Stiles  and  Esther  Hooker,  dau.  of  Mr.  Samuel  Hooker 
of  Farmington,  and  great-grajiddaughter  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Hooker  of  Hartfoid.  I  make  no  doubt  he  was  all  the  more 
the  good  and  useful  man  he  was,  for  the  meet  help  she  ren- 
dered liirn.  She  vras  sister  of  the  half  blood  of  Pres.  Ezra 
Stiles  of  Yale  College,  between  whom  and  Esq.  J^Iunson  and 
wife  there  existed  an  intimate  friendship— ex])ressed  by  an 
interchange  of  visits.  The  grand  style  and  equipage  of  Pres- 
ident Stiles  on  occasion  of  tlicse  visits  to  Hamden — which 
vrere  notable  events— made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  chil- 
dren of  the  neighborhood,  and  were  well  leinembered  and 
described  by  my  grandmother,  Mary  (Bradley)  Munson. 

Undoubtedly  Esq.  Baszel  had  a  treasure  in  the  wife  of  his 
youth  and  the  mother  of  most  of  his  children,  though  she  died 
comparatively  young.  His  rare  appreciation  fairl}-  bubbles 
over  in  tlie  inscripticni  on  her  tombstone  standing  to-day  in 
the  north  Hamden  cemetery,  v.diich  I  happen  to  have  and  I 
am  sure  will  interest  the  ladies. 

"  Keziah 

the  Excellent  wife  of  Mr.  Baszel  Munson 

She  was  industrious 

She  looked  well  to  the  ways 

Of  her  own  household 

The  heart  of  her  husband 

Safely  trusted  in  her 

Her  children  may  rise  up 

And  bless  the  Memory  of 

a  most  affectionate  parent 

She  trusted  in  the  ri2;hteous.".ess 

of  (liri  1  iVir  p.irdun  aad  Ktt-rr.al  lite 

and  died  (Jet.  i..*.':i,  i;'J3 

A.E.  tat.  33." 


(s)  A  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  as  you  rcraember,  the  stores  were  filled  v/ith 
Munson's  boots  and  shoes.  The  manufacturer  of  this  well-known  foot- 
wear, then  a  ciazcn  of  Albany,  is  with  us  to-dny.  }lc  is  now  engngcd  in 
the  production  of  a  hif^hly-prized  typewriter,  "  The  Munson."  I  call  upon 
Stephen  Munson,  cetalis  seventy-eight,  for  some  reminiscences. 

Incidents  are  facts,  and  facts  form  tlie  basis  of  life.  Two 
young  men,  one  a  clerk  in  llie  largest  dry-goods  store  of 
Hartford,  the  other  teller  of  the  Farnicrs  &  IsJechanics'  Bank, 
determined  to  form  a  debating  club,  and  for  this  piirjiose 
asked  of  Mr.  Pomeroy,  the  President  of  the  bank,  if  ^ve  nii-lu 
have  the  use  of  tlie  Directcjrs'  room  one  evening  of  the  week, 
fortius  purpose.  ♦  Mis  reply  was  :  "Yes,  provided  I  may  come 
in  and  Avarm  my  toes  during  the  evening."  The  club  was 
formed  of  tliirteen,^  six  on  a  side,  and  a  presiding  oflicer. 
Mr.  Pomeroy  became  much  interested  in  us,  and  soon  pro- 
posed to  obtain  for  us  the  use  of  tlie  Hartford  Library,  Avliich 
was  ov.'ned  by  eiglit  gentlen-!en,  Mr.  A.  M.  Collins,  my 
employer,  being  one  of  them.  This  consent  vras  obtained, 
and  the  next  step  was  to  enlarge  our  club,  these  gentlemen 
assisting  us  to  obtain  the  use  of  tlie  City  Council  chamber. 
The  following  season  a  course  of  lectures  was  proposed,  and 
liberally  patronised  at  Gilman's  Hall.  The  next  step  v/as  tlie 
forminof  of  the  Yoiui^'  ]Men's  Association,  and  the  donation 
of  the  tlartford  Library  to  tlicm  on  the  condition  that  thiC 
proprietors  and  their  families  should  have  the  free  iise  of  the 
same.  Following  this  movement,  Sirs  Collins  and  l^omeroy 
proposed  to  .Mr.  Wadsworth  that  he  give  a  lot  of  land  for  the 
site,  provided  the  citizens  would  donate  $20,000.00  to  build  a 
building,  for  tlie  purposes  of  the  Connecticut  Historical 
Society,  and  the  Young  Men's  Association,  and  a  Gallery  of 
Paintings,  which  form  the  present  "\^'adsworth  Athenreum  of 
Hartford.  All  these  young  men  proved  good  and  able  citizens 
so  far  as  I  know. 

(6)  On  the  southeastern  border  of  Lake  Erie,  in  tlie  grape-growing  region, 
is  the  pleasant  town  of  Westfield.  There  and  thereabout  are  many  Mun- 
sons.  They  are  represented  in  our  gathering  to-day  by  an  attorney-at-law. 
Though  he  may  denominate  it — in  the  lingo  of  the  day — as  the  crime  of  '96, 
I  call  upon  flarian  L.  Munson. 


*  Six  of  these  hoy«  were  from  Chester,  Mass.,  viz.,  Stephen  Munson, 
Vvilliam  Timker,  Wiili.nn  Campbell,  John  Wright,  .■\.arun  Bell,  and  Henry 
Collins.  — ..'iV. 
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J/r.  Chairman^  deaf  Friends  and  Kindred : 

When  our  toasuiiaster  tells  you  he  is  committing;  the  crime 
of  '96  in  calling-  on  one  of  liis  own  profession  to  niake  a 
speech  witli  but  a  moment's  notice,  1  can  assure  vou  he  com- 
mits a  greater  crime  tlian  })c  thinks.  Having  had  compara- 
tively little  experience  in  public  speaking,  1  had  determined 
to  devote  one-half  of  n;y  time  to  telling  you  of  my  lack  of 
preparation,  and  nuAv  in  his  introduction  he  has  robbed  me  of 
that  half. 

However,  I  am  very  glad  to  be  ])3"esent  at  this  reunion  and 
to  meet  and  to  form  the  accpiaintance  of  you,  my  relatives. 
AVith  but  one  e:*ception  I  have  seen  none  of  you  before.  I 
am  the  only  representative  of  a  branch  of  the  IMunson  family 
which  emigrated  to  Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  in  1S18, 
to  what  was  then  the  frontier.  I  Iiave  heard  my  grandfather 
tell  of  the  fatigue  and  privations  of  tiie  journey  from  Oneida 
County  tliere.  The  trip  was  made  in  the  winter  through  a 
country  without  roads  or  very  rough  ones.  At  times  they 
had  to  follow  the  beach  of  Lake  Erie  and  once  the  vragori 
became  fast  in  the  ice  and  del>ris  and  had  to  be  chopped  out 
with  an  axe. 

I  have  observed  one  thing  of  special  interest  to  me.  That 
is  the  resemblance  in  features  and  general  personal  appear- 
ance of  those  here  to-day  and  my  nearer  relatives  at  home. 
Those  in  my  country  arc  mostly  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, but  they  have  what  I  have  observed  in  you, — those  quali- 
ties of  honesty,  sobriety  and  frugality  which  makes  citizens 
on  whom  the  state  can  always  depend  and  which  are  the 
fundamental  principles  of  this  truly  great  nation. 

I  take  great  interest  in  meeting  you  face  to  face  and  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  those  liaving  with  me  a  common  ancestor. 
I  rem.ember  my  disappointment  in  childhood  when  I  sought 
information  of  my  ancestors  from  my  grandfather.  He  could 
only  tell  me  that  his  father  came  from  Oneida  County  and 
that  his  father's  peojde  came  from  Connecticut.  By  our 
genealogy  v.'e  now  know  it  was  true,  but  it  was  not  even  then 
enough  for  me.     I  wanted  to  go  back  farther. 

There  are  a  great  many  of  us  out  in  Chautauqua  County. 
For  many  years  local  reunions  liavc  been  held  annually.  We 
would  be  pleased  to  have  vou  visit  us.  Prohalilv  manv  of 
you  have  attended    beautiful    literary    CiuiutaiKjua    and   have 
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seen  its  pretty  lake  and  know  something  of  the  country  in 
Avhich  we  live.  Wh}',  CliaiUanquans  believe  our  comity  to  be 
the  center  of  the  Avorld.  Storms  and  calamities  of  all  descriji- 
tions  occur  around  us,  but,  through  all,  Cliautauquans  arc 
untouched  and  unharmed.  If  you  have  ncA'cr  been  tliere, 
come  ;  if  you  have  \i5ited  it,  come  again.  And  while  there 
take  one  of  the  prettiest  drives  in  the  world  from  Chautauqua 
Lake  over  the  v/atershed  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Mississipjji 
S3^stems  to  A^''est^ield  on  Lake  Erie,  and  call  011  me  and  your 
other  relatives,  and  we  \vill  assure  you  a  hearty  vrelcome. 

(7)  We  may  think  of  oui  Chaplaiti  not  only  as  a  prcaclu'i,  but  also  as 
teaclicr,  editor,  clerk  of  his  tov/nship,  and  mayor  of  his  city.  I  call  upon 
the  Rev.  Absalom  Monson  Grifiith. 

This  reunion  is  the  most  interesting  and  tlie  most  enjoyable 
gathering  I  have  ever  attended.  I  have  been  })erniitted  to  be 
a  member  of  some  great  meetings,  a  guest  at  some  royal 
banquets;  but  this  meeting  far  surpasses  them  all.  I  appre- 
ciate it  because  of  the  jjrivilege  it  affords  of  greeting  so  many 
of  my  blood  relatives  ;  I  rejoice  to  see  vou  all,  and  to  take  the 
friendly  hand  of  so  many  of  my  kindred.  Although  far 
removed  from  our  ancestral  head,  we  are  still  one  family. 
"  We  are  one  man's  sons."  '\Ye  are  his  descendants  of  the 
eighth,  ninth  and  tenth  generations.  '' One  generation  passeth 
away,  and  another  generation  comcth  ;  "  thus  the  march  of 
time  goes  on,  ai^.d  the  thousands  of  our  kindred,  of  former 
generations,  are  sleeping  the  ages  away.  But  in  the  homes 
-which  they  vacated,  songs  and  rejoicings  were  heard  over  tlie 
new-born.  Thus  the  generations  have  gone  on,  sorrowing 
and  rejoicing.  We  also  shall  lie  down  to  rest  by  the  side  of 
those  wiio  fell  asleep  before  us. 

This  reunion  should  be  a  great  blessing  to  us.  Jt  shoidd 
remind  us  of  the  great  reunion  with  the  "general  assembly 
and  church  of  the  first-born  whose  names  are  written  in 
Heaven." 

(8)  The  orator  of  the  day  may  not  escape  the  Toastmaster's  attentions. 
People  celebrate  their  forefathers  ;  they  seldom  mention  their  foremothers. 
I  announce  as  the  next  and  final  toast,  "The  Ladies."  I  call  upon 
Clarence  Munson  Bushnell. 

Mr.  Bushnell  made  an  impromptu  response. 


MEMORANDA. 


The  Committee  of  Anangements  designated  by  tlic  officers 
of  tljc  ^lunson  Associiition,  expended  much  effort  upon  the 
duties  assigned  thcni.  The  finances  were  zealously  and  s\ic- 
cessfully  cared  for.  Desirable  places  of  meeting  were  secured 
and  made  ready,^and  a  handsome  dinner  was  provided  and 
appropriately  served.  As  to  "the  feast  of  reason,"  let  the 
contents  of  this  pamphlet  bear  witness.  The  Committee  were 
efficiently  assisted  on  Reunion  day  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Association,  by  C.  J.  jNIonson,  Sr.,  and  by  Edward  B.  and 
Harvey  S.  ]Munsoii. 

The  weather  of  August  igth  was  propitious,  and  about  200 
members  of  the  Family,  perhaps  a  few  more,  participated  in 
tlie  festivities  of  the  day.  As  soon  as  our  craft  was  launched, 
it  was  auspiciously  wafted  onward  by  Professor  ^lunson's 
beautiful  voluntary  on  the  piano.  This  meeting  of  1S96  was 
made  illustrious  by  ]Mr.  Bushnell's  oration.  The  editor  can 
compare  it  with  no  oratorical  achievement  v/hicli  he  has  wit- 
nessed since  George  William  Curtis  pronounced  his  eulogy 
on  Sumner,  in  Boston,  twent}'-two  years  ago.  The  social 
intercourse  of  the  members  of  the  family  was  aninrated,  cor- 
dial and  delightful.  From  the  State  of  New  York,  a  gentle- 
man v\'rites  :  ''  I  enjoyed  the  morning  and  afternoon  exceed- 
ingly." Anotlier:  "I  ha\e  most  agreeable  recollections  of 
my  trip  to  Neu*  Haven."  From  Ohio,  a  gentleman  writes  : 
"  It  was  the  most  enjoyable  event  of  my  life."  From  Wiscon- 
sin :  "  My  mother  enjoyed  the  Reunion  of  last  August  exceed- 
ingly." 

One  juvenile  attendant  gives  promise  of  being  good  for 
something.  She  entertained  the  company  in  Harmonie-Hall 
parlor  m)t  only  with  a  violin  solo,  but  also  with  a  recitation, 
both  of  them  creditable  and  gratifying.  This  cousin  was 
E.  Gerster  Liddle,  of  Salem,  N.  Y. 

At  the  Banquet,  the  Chairman  read  a  telegram  from  S.  L. 
Munson,  Chairman  of  the  ExecuLi\'e  Committee  of  the  Mun- 
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son  Association,  which  was  dated  at  Baniff  Hotel,  Nortli- 
AVcst  Territories  : 

"Congratulations  to  INIunsons  celeb'ating-  Second  Reunion. 
Profoundly  regret  necessary  absence." 

Epistolar\^  greetings  from  others  were  read.  One  of  these 
was  from  -Mrs.  Sophia  Elizabeth  Roberts,  a  Munson  of  remark- 
able gifts,  and  acliicvemcnts  not  less  remarkable,  now  seventy- 
eight  years  of  age.  She  is  a  descendant  of  Capt.  Stephen' 
Munson  ;  her  brother,  Mr.  John  Munsoii,  died  last  Christmas, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-t\A'o. 

We  quote  :  "It  is  a  disa[)pointment  not  to  be  with  vou  in 
propria  persona.  However,  tliis  must  not  prevent  roe  from  ex- 
pressing mv  appreciation  of  the  masterpiece  accomplished  by 
our  Rev.  friend  and  r(i///;v;r,  ?.Ir.  rdyron  A.  iNIuiison  .  .  .  a  task 
arduous  in  itself  and  surrounded  with  difiicidtics  and  obsta- 
cles so  boundless  as  to  have  seemed  almost  insurmountable. 
I  am  sure  all  present  will  join  me  iii  sincerest  thanks  and 
appreciation  of  his  wonderfully  complete,  interesting  and 
beautiful  work,  a  great  acquisition  to  the  present  generation, 
and  still  greater  to  those  who  come  after  and  to  whom  it  will 
be  a  source  of  e\'erliving  interest." 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer,  E.  G.  Munson,  presented  the 
follovring  facts  : 


Received  from  C.  J.  Monson,  Sr.,  Treas., 
"  "      ineml'.ership  fees, 

"  "      portraits, 

"  "       sales  of  /^tc-nrd, 

"  "      Guaranty  Fund, 

"  "      other  sources, 

Paid  Tattle,  Morehouse  &  Taylor,   . 
"     Association  expenditures, 

Owe  Tattle,  Morehouse  &  Ta3-lor,  . 
"     for  other  indebtedness. 


;>!  59.00 
184.00 
790.00 

1830.80 

1050.00"^' 
143.50 

3430.00 
8t5.67 
797.04 

83. 37 


Of  tAventy-sevcu  Guarantors,  twenty-one  have  paid  lifty  dol- 
lars each  under  their  engagement.  Forty-four  Advance  Sub- 
scribers have  not  yet  claimed  their  Books. 

The  financial  executive  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements 
for  the  Second  Reunion,  George  M.  Curtis,  reports  the  follow- 
ing receipts  :  One  dollar  from  ]^liss  Lillian  A.  Munson  and 
Dr.   W.   W.    Munson  ;     five    dollars,    George    A.    Munson    of 


*  Returned  in  Books,  or  returnable  in  Books  or  ca'^li. 
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Smyrna,  N.  Y.,  Mrs.  Cleora  F.  M.  Judd,  Mrs.  RolicrL  B.  Good- 
year, Capt.  W.  v.  iMcMaken  of  I'olcdo,  and  Harvey  Munson 
Baker;  ten  dollars,  Mrs.  F.  'J\  Proctor,  Mrr.  T.  R.  Proctor, 
William  D.  Baldwin  of  Yonkers,  Gcoige  A.  Post  of  New  York, 
George  !M.  Curtis,  George  ]\Junson  of  pjrooklNMi,  AValter  D. 
Mimson,  Edgar  Munson,  and  C.  La  Rue  Munson  ;  twenty-five 
dollars,  Frank  E.  llotchkiss  of  New  Haven  ;  b}'  tlie  sale  of 
Dinner  tickets,  $126  f  total,  $268. 

The  following  expenditures  :  Financial  circulars,  $^1.15, 
Reiuiion  circulars  and  postage,  $46.68,  ribbon  for  300  badges, 
$10.50,  do.  OiTicers'  do.,  $0.52,  printing  do.,  and  dinner  tick<.'ts, 
$2.75,  400  programmes,  $4.25,  rent  of  Chapel,  $3.00,  janitor's 
fee,  $2.00,  Harmonic  Hall,  $30.00,  Dinner,  $135.00. 

Balance,  $32.15,  to  be  applied  to  printing  the  Proceedings, 
along  with  the  fol!ov,'ing  contiibutions  for  the  purpose  :  One 
dollar  each,  Dr.  R.  ]>.  Goodyear,  Rev.  Frederick  Munson  ; 
$2.00,  F.  H.  B.  Munson,  George  ISiunson  (Ijkln.),  Stephen 
Munson,  John  K.  Judd,  and  another  (name  lost);  $5.00,  Wal- 
ter D.  Munson  ;  $10.00,  Gilbert  13.  iVJunson  ;  $25.00,  Clarence 
M.  Buslrncll  ;  total,  $84.15.  (The  Proceedings  of  1887,  500 
copies,  cost  $150.05,  besides  $12.30  paid  for  design  and  cut  for 
the  cover.) 

We  are  indebted  to  the  N.  Y.,  N.  FL  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.  for  half- 
fare  return  tickets  over  all  its  roads.  Sixty-seven  certificates 
entitling  persons  to  this  advantage,  weie  signed  by  the  Secre- 
tary. 

j^j"  A  paper  pre;)ared  by  M)ron  A.  Munson  on  77ie  Tradi- 
tions concer)iing  the  Origi/i  of  t/ie  American  Mwiisons,  which  was 
designed  for  the  Reunion,  but  for  which  there  was  no  room, 
was  i)ublislied  in  The  Journal  and  Courier  on  the  morning  of 
the  Reunio)!.  Four  points  are  treated  :  first,  whence  did  the 
Family  come,  and  of  wliat  nationality  was  it  ?  second,  w4rat  was 
the  number  of  r\Fansons  who  immigrated  ?  third,  what  was  the 
period  of  the  first  Munson  migration.?  and,  fourth,  where, 
according  to  the  traditions,  did  the  Family  first  settle  ? 

*  Provision  was  made  for  i5o  dinners. 


Historia,  non  osteatationi  sed  fidei,  veritatique  componitur.— j'V/«>'. 


ADDENDA    AND    CORRIGENDA. 


Procecdhigs  of  First  Rfimioii. 

Page  35,  line  t-s.  Note  that  in  1653,  two  pieces  were  mounted  at  the  haibor,  and  two  placed 
on  the  Green.  The  rcjord  of  June  14,  1654  made  menlion  of  "The  great  gunns  .  . 
at  the  water  side  and  .  .  these  that  stand  neere  y'  meeting  house."  And  agaiii  in 
1662— three  "great  gunus''  "at  water  side  upon  sh —  carriages";  three  "in  the 
Market  place  upon  field  cariages." 

Page  46,  line  12.  The  Mnnsou  wbo  was  "  of  Ncvvhaven  north  village  "  was  not  Thon'as', 
as  was  supposed  when  the  Address  was  prepared,  but  his  son,  Thomas^. 

The  Munson  Record. 

Page  ix,  lines  23,  24.     Change  "Featherby"  to  Fcatherly. 

Page  X,  lines  4,  5.    "  Meyer  "  should  be  Myer. 

Page  xi  V.  Add  that  the  abbreviations  indicating  political  and  ecclesiastic  affiliations,  signify 
simply  preference,  not  necessarily  active  membership. 

Page  xix,  line  38.  Kote  that  the  Israel  Munson  portrait  was  contributed  by  Mis.  Helen 
(Munson)  Meaker  and  Mrs.  Henrietta  (Clark)  Batcheller. 

Page  xxi.     The  Motto  means,  Ready  for  >uy  country.     "  Prest  "  is  Old  French. 

Page  XXV,  line  43.     For  "Oct."  m^A  Aug. 

Page  167.  Add  in  regard  to  Steplieri'  the  following  items  from  the  new  volume  of  Baxter's 
Yale  Graduates :  "  From  1752  to  1755  he  served  a.s  College  Butler,  and  meantime  ho 
studied  medicine,  and  for  a  few  years  (probably  not  over  ten)  practiced  in  the  north'.-rn 
part  of  the  town,  now  North  Haven.  In  1766  he  was  employed  as  a  tavern-keeper  in 
New  Haven;  and  later  (at  least  from  1767  to  17S3)  was  deputy-sheriff  and  keeper  of 
the  county  jail,  which  then  stood  on  the  western  side  of  the  New  Haven  Green." 

Page    374,  line  17.     Omit  "iii.  Julia'',  d.  1843,  it.  46." 

Page    419.  line  43.     Lillian  E.»  ;«.  i8  Oct.  1871  Charles  C.  Johnson  ;  res.  Westville,  Ct. 

Page    74.5,  line  40.     Erase  ville  from  "  Thompsonville." 

Page    963,  line  41.     Change  "actor"  to  editor. 

Page  10S7,  line  16.    "  Cam"  should  be  Cave. 


REGISTER 


V 


OF    THE    MLMF.KRS    OK    THE    I  A.MILY    FRE-SEKT. 


France. — 

Cliflbrd  F.  Snj-dcr,  Artist,  Paris. 

Wisccn:in. — 

Mrs.  Sarr.h  J.  Schoonmakcr,  Piiilnnthropist,  Milwaukee. 

Illinois. — 

Stephen  Munson,  Manufacturt  r,  Chicago. 
Mrs.  Stephen  2\Iunsou,  Chicago. 

Kentucly. — 

Jacob  Frederick  Munson,  Captain  U.  S.  A.,  Fort  Thomas. 

MicJagan. — 

Rebecca  E.  Swift,  Teacher,  Ishptming. 

Ohio.— 

Abraham  Monson  GritTith,  Clergyman,  Sabina. 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Henderson,  Toledo. 
Gilbert  D.  "Munson,  Judge,  Zanesville. 

Penfisylvania. — 

C.  La  Rue  Munson,  Lawyer,  V/illiamsport. 

Mrs.  C.  La  Rue  Munson,  Williamsport. 

Mrs.  Fisher  Gaj-,  Wyoming. 

Myrtle  B.  Gay,  Bookkeeper  (in  Scranton),  Wyoming. 

Neio  Jersey. — 

Charles  H.  Munson,  Manufacturing  Jeweller,  Newark. 

A^ew  York. — 

Mrs.  Samuel  L.  Munson,  i\lbany. 
Paul  B.  Munson,  Collegian,  Albany. 
Frederick  Munson,  Clergyman,  Brooklyn. 
Mrs.  Frederick  Munson,  Brooklyn. 
Miss  Lillian  A.  Munson,  Librarian,  Brooklyn. 
George  Munson,  Purchasing  .-Vgent,  Brooklyn. 
Mrs.  George  Munson,  Brookl3'n. 
Walter  D.  Munson,  Shipping,   Brooklyn. 
Mrs.  Walter  D.  Munson,  Brooklyn. 
Orange  Munson,  Farmer,  Brookton. 
Clarence  Munson  Biishnell,  Lawyer,  Butlalo. 
Edward  G.  ?sIunson,  Manufacturer,  Cohocs. 
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Miss  Lj'dia  Munson,  Elrnira. 

Mrs.  Mary  (Munson)  Corliss,  New  York. 

Frederick  B.  Wi;;l!tin;in,  Lawyer,  New  York, 

^)rs.  Abhic  II.  W  ij^htnian.  New  York. 

Mrs.  Mary  G.  \Vi)islo\v,  New  York. 

Francis  A.  Winslow,  Nc\^'  York. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  (Munson)  Wood,  New  York. 

Henry  T.  Bronson,  Banker  (in  N.  Y.  C),  Rye. 

Mrs.  Henry  T.  Bronson,  Rye. 

Mrs.  William  E.  Liddle,  Salem. 

Miss  E.  Gerster  Liddlo,  Salem. 

Mrs.  Adalaide  (Munson)  Ash,   Sing  Sing. 

George  A.  I^Iunson,  Financier,  Smyrna. 

Edwin  F.  Smith,  Manufacturer,  Syracuse. 

Mrs.  Clara  (^ilunson)  Smith,  Syracuse. 

Harlan  L.  Munson,  Lawyer,  Westfield. 

Jifassach  icsctls.  — 

Franklin  II.  B.  Munson,*  Lawyer,  Adams. 
John  K.  Judd,  Whole.'^aIe  Paper,  Holyoke. 
Mrs.  Clcora  F.  (Munson)  Judd,  Holyuke. 
Miss  Cleora  Marion  Judd,  Hol}'oke. 

Connecticut. — 

Mrs.  Frank  W.  Munson,  Bethel. 

Willard  L.  Munson,  Organist,  Branford. 

William  H.  Comley,  Judge,  Bridgeport. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Isabel  Comley,  Bridgeport. 

Rowland  B.  Lacey,  Treasurer,  Bridgeport. 

Frederick  W.  Storrs,  Superintendent,  Bridgeport. 

Mrs.  Martha  (Munson)  Storrs,  Bridgeport. 

Augustus  Munsun,  Canaan  Mountain. 

Mrs.  George  A.  Steele,  Cheshire. 

Dickerman  Munson  Bassett,  Manufacturer,  Derby, 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Bassett,  Derby. 

Miss  Lillie  May  Bassett,  Derby. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Munson)  Camp,  Durham. 

Ruth  A.  Hitchcock,  East  Haven. 

Miss  Mary  Field  Munson,  Guilford. 

M.  Louise  Hitchcock,  Guilford. 

Orrin  Munson,  Fruit-grower,  Hamden. 

Mrs.  Orrin  Munson,  Hamden. 

Miss  Nora  A.  Munson,  Hamden. 

William  L  Munson,  Hamden. 

Mrs.  ^Villiam  I.  Munson,  Hamden. 

Mrs.  Julia  R.  Simpson,  Hamden. 

Edwin  D.  Swift,  Physician,  Hamden. 


*  Munson  not  by  birth,  but  by  his  mother's  second  marri.ige,  to  Erasfjs 
Munson. 
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John  W.  Talmadgc,  Hamdcn. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Talmadgc,  Hanulen. 

Miss  Alice  Gi'bcrtiiic  Miin-:.L/ii,  'J'raitied.nuiFe,  Hartford. 

!Mrs.  Au;^iist;!  (^!lnlsntl)  Cuitis,  Mc-ridcii. 

George  ^Iiinson  Curtis,  Treasurer,  Meridcn. 

Mrs.  George  M.  Curtis,  Mcriden. 

J.lrs.  llattie  (JMunson)  F'risiue,  Meiidcn. 

Joseph  O.  JNIunson,  Clergyinan,  Middlebury. 

William  D.  Munson,  Farmer,  Middlebury. 

Mrs.  Wm.  D.  Munson,  Middlebury. 

George  L.  Munson,  Carpenter,  Milford. 

Mrs.  Geo.  L.  Munson,  Milfurd. 

Miss  Rosa  B.  Munson,  Milford. 

George  W.  Munson,  Milford. 

Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Munson,  Milford. 

George  O.  Munson,  Blacksmith,  North  Haven. 

Robert  B.  Goodyear,  Physician,  North  IJavcn. 

Anna  L.  Goodyear,  North  Haven. 

Arthur  D.  Munson,  Farmer,  Southbury. 

Miss  Mary  Monsou,  Southbury. 

Thomas  H.  Munson,  Contractor,  Stratford. 

Burton  H.  Munson,  Carpenter,  Stratford. 

Ra3''mond  B.  Munson,  Stratford. 

Mrs.  Antoinette  (Bristol)  Bales,  Wallingford. 

Miss  Mena  A.  Bates,  Wallingford. 

Mrs.  Charles  N.  Jones,  "Wallingford. 

Mrs.  Angeline  L.  Beach,  Waterbury. 

Mrs.  John  Burns,  Waterbury. 

Mary  L.  Fowler,  Waterbury. 

Jlliza  R.  Fowler,  Waterbury. 

Mrs.  Henry  Feonard,  Waterbury. 

Jos.  Marshall  Munsori,  Fanner,  Watertown. 

William  J.  Munson,  Merchant,  Watertown. 

Mrs.  Truman  Percy,  Watertown. 

Mrs.  Wallace  G.  Munson,  West  Haven. 

Miss  Lillian  M.  Munson,  West  Haven. 

Mrs.  John  F.  Peck,  Winsted. 

David  F.  Munson,   Blacksmith,  Woodbridge. 

John  N.  Munson,  Fanner,  \Voodbury. 

Mrs.  Amelia  C.  Munson,  New  Haven. 

Miss  Harriette  F.  Munson,  New  Haven. 

Edward  B.  Munson,  Manufacturer,  New  Haven. 

Harvey  S.  Munson,  Manufacturer,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  Harvey  S.  Munson,  New  Flaven. 

Miss  Marion  Catlin  Munson,  New  Haven. 

Benjamin  S.  Monson,  Silver-plater,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  Mary  Monson,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  ClitTurd  H.  ?dunson,  Nev/  Haven. 

Miss  Ha/;el  Munson,  New  Haven. 
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Charles  J.  Mon'^on,  Ynrdmaster,  New  lliivcii. 

jMis.  Oiarles  ].  Monson,  New  Ilavi-n. 

David  C.  McnsDii,  Fciremaii,  Nev/  Haven. 

Mrs.  David  C.  ^Joiisiin,  New  IIa\(.p.. 

Wiss  Fiances  T.  Munson,  'rcachcr,  Ncas'  Haven. 

Miss  Emily  C.  IMun.;oii,  New  Haven. 

Frederick  T.  Munson,  Salesman,  Nev/  Haven. 

Mrs.  Fred.  T.  Mutihon,  Nev/  Haven. 

Mrs.  Hawkins  W.  Munson,  New  Haven. 

Clarence  A.  Munson,  New  Haven. 

James  D.  Munr-on,  Car-painter,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  James  D.    Mniison,  Nesv  Haven. 

L^Tnan  E.  Munson,  Lawyer,  New  Haven. 

Myron  A.  Miuison,  Clergyman,  New  Haven, 

Mrs.  Myron  A.  M-anson,  New  Ha\en. 

Mrs.  Stella  E.  Monson,  New  Haven. 

Miss  Edith  ])alc  Monson,  Nev/  Haven. 

Whitney  C.  Monson,  Carpenter,  New  Haven. 

Albert  C.  Monson,  Mechanic,  Nesv  Haven. 

Mrs.  Anna  Z.  ^.Jonson,  New  }laven. 

IMiss  Anna  ^1.  Ivlonson,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  Sarah  J.  P.ailcy,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  Jane  S.  Baldwin,  New  Ihivcn. 

Mrs.  Martha  A.  Buckingham,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  Sara  (Munson)  Candee,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  .M.  J.  Cargill,  New  Haven. 

?»Iis.  Clayton  G.  Ci  oke,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  Ellen  E.  (Munson)  Curnow,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  I\Iary-  (Islunsiin)  Frisbie,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  Elias  M.  Gilbert,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  Samuel  D.  Gilbert,  Nev/  Haven. 

I^Irs.  Harriett  S.  Goodsell,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  Mary  S.  Goodsell,  New  Haven. 

Clarence  M.  Gourley,  Engineer,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  Lillian  J.  Gourley,  Music-teacher,  New  Haven. 

Miss  Lottie  Belle  (jourley,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  Hattie  E.  Hitclicock,  New  Haven. 

Hattie  ^L  Hitchcock,  New  Haven. 

Frank  E.  Hotchkiss,  Superintendent,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  Lillie  (Monson)  Johnson,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  Curtis  K.  Nickels,  New  Haven. 

Nathan  W.  Ovi.ut,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  Nathan  W    Oviatt,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  George  W.  Sanford,  New  Haven. 

George  F.  Tuttle,  Genealogist,  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  Lillian  (Munson)  Strong,  New  Haven. 

Miss  Florence  Strong,  New  ILiven. 

Mrs.  Frank  L.  Wallace,  New  Haven. 


THE  MUNSON  RECORD 

A    Genealogical  and  BiograpJiical  Aceoiini 

OF 

I  Capt.   THOA4AS    MUNSON 

(A  Pioucor  of  IlEirb''oid  and  Nc\'.-  Havea) 

AND    HIS    DESCENDANTS 

BY 

MYRON     A.     MUNSON,     M.A. 
Two  volumi-s,  royal  Svo,  pp.   1267. 

CRITIG/X   NOTia?.S. 

The  first  work  on  our  list  is  tlic  Munson  Record,  in  tVv'o 
noble  volumes,  of  more  tiian  six  hundred  pages  each.  The 
author,  Rev.  ]Myron  A.  Munson,  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut, 
deserves  great  piaise  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  he 
has  performed  his  work.  .  .  .  The  book  is  carefully  com- 
piled. Everything  illustrating  the  history  of  the  family  or 
the  individual  members — portraits,  fac-similes  of  documents 
and  records,  charts,  maps,  gravestones  and  autogra})Jis,  have 
been  gathered  and  preserved  here.  The  book  is  handsomely 
printed,  and  the  illustrations  are  niimerous  and  of  a  high 
order  of  merit.  The  indexes  are  full.  We  would  recommend 
it  as  a  model  for  works  of  the  kind. 

The  Ncu>-E}!'::;la7ui  Ilislorical  and  Gcucalogical  Register 

for  April,   iSc^6,  p.  242. 


Elaborate  and  praiseworthy  work.  .  .  .  INIuch  critical 
acumen  is  manifest  tliroughout  the  work,  a  sample  of  which 
has  forcibly  impressed  us  in  the  foot-note  on  page  625,  where 
an  important  error  which  had  passed  unchallenged  for  over 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  has  been  corrected.  Tlie  illustra- 
tions .  .  are  of  a  high  order.  Nearly  one  hundred  pages 
of  carefully  prepared  indexes  close  the  work.  The  mechani- 
cal execution  .  .  does  credit  to  the  Tuttle,  Morehouse  & 
Taylor  press.      .     .     .     It  will  have  a  large  sale. 

The  NeiV'  \  'ork  Genealogieal  a/nl  Biographical  Record 

for  April,   iSgO,  pp.   IIO,   I  IS- 


Greeting   from  an   Accomptishcd   Antiqttary. 

462  Beacon  St.,   Boston,   Fcli.  27,   1S96. 
My  Dear  Munson  : 

I  conpratiilate  ycut  on  the  completion  of  your  work,  and  on  the  two 
large  volumes  you  have  produced.  The  family  ouglit  to  present  you  v/ith 
a  gold  mctlal. 

Yours  very  truly.  Wm.    S.   Aipi-KTON. 


Estimates  of  Pei'sons  for  whom  the  Book  was  Prcpaied. 

I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  oiye  a  pretty  careful    exaniinotinr.   to  the 

Munsoa  Family  Record,  which  arrived  ai■^^v  days  ago.       I  want  to  express 

my  entire    satisfaction   with    it,  and    to   say  tliat   it   even  exceeds  my  best 

anticipations. 

Attorney  C.   LaRue   Mi;nson, 

( Txiturcy  to    Yah-  J.a-o  School.) 


I  send  mv  hearty  congratulations  to  you,  on  tlie  great  success  you  have 
achieved.  Your  long  years  of  labor  are  certainly  rewarded  by  a  glorious 
result.  I  am  indeed  proud  to  be  found  between  the  covers  01  such 
volumes.     .     .     .     We  are  all  so  much  pleased  with  the  family  portraits. 

Mrs.   RiCHAKi)  Henry  Greene, 

235   Central   Park,  West,   New   York. 

I  should  judge  th;(t  you  and  your  friends  might  be  fully  satisfied  with 
your  work.     I  congratulate  you  most  heartily. 

Mrs.  John   K.  Judo,   Holyoke,   Mass. 

Allow  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  admirable  record  you  have 
compiled. 

Attorney  Aefert  J.   Mvek,   Buefaio,  X.   Y. 

(Son  of  the  general  and  iiicteorclogjst.J 

One  Yellow  Leaf  from  the  Munson  Tree  sends  thanks  and  congratula- 
tions to  the  Rev.  Mj-ron  A.  Munson. 

Mrs.   Fred.    B.   Wightman, 

63   East   131st  Street,   New   York. 

They  arc  very  fine  books. 

(Mrs.)  Frances  A.   Benedict, 

3^13  Adelphi   Street.    Brooklyn. 

IK)W  keenly  we  have  enjoyed  1  p.e  Mi'.nson  Record.  It  is  a  most 
interesting  work.     .     .     .     W.'s  picture  in  the  book  is  capital. 

Mrs.  Walter  D.  Munson, 
.    ■  664  Lafayette  Avenue,   Brooklyn. 


Stui<cndoas  t;isk  .  .  .  successfully  accomplished.  .  .  .  Tlmt 
the  labor  has  been  enormous  is  apparent  upon  every  pa^e.  .  .  .  Tht-se 
volumes  are  of  inestimable  value  to-day  ;  they  \vill  be  priceless  fifty  years 
hence.  The  arrangement  of  the  wnk  is  so  perfect  that  I  believe  these 
volumes  will  be  used  by  future  genealogists  as  a  model  for  their  works. 
Attorney  Ci.akknce  Munsox  Htshxell, 

Bun'alo,   N.    Y.   (ainatriir  gcu.-aIoi;ist .) 

I  am  verv  much  pdeased  wiib  it.  I  am  ama/ed  at  the  exient  of  the 
work  and  the  completeness  of  it. 

GtuRCiE   E.   MuNSON",   Seneca  Falls.   \.    Y. 

We  are  so  delighted. 

Lillian  M.   Bassett,  Derby,  Conn. 

I    have   seen   no   familji  history   that   compares   v.-ith    it   for  detail    and 

exhaustiveness  of  research. 

Myrtle    B.  Gay,  Scranton,   Pcnn. 

A  monument  to  your  patience  and  indefatigable  research.  We  are  all 
to  be  congratulated  at  the  outcome. 

Attorney  Fred.  W.   Munsox,  Chicago. 

Since  the  arrival  of  the  Munson  Book  we  have  discarded  all  other 
literature,  and  are  giving  our  days  and  nights  to  the  study  of  ancestors. 
^^'e  are  wholly  pleased  with  it— matter,  form,  and  everything.  Apparently 
there  are  a  good  man}'  small  potatoes  in  the  Munson  hill,  but  they  seem  to 
be  sound,  and  you  have  succeeded  in  giving  an  individuality  t<.)  each 
particular  tuber,  which  is  remarkable.  What  shall  v.-e  say  to  the  historian 
to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  recovering  all  this  buried  treasure  of  faniil}' 
histor}- ?  .  .  .  Thomas  and  ^^yron  A.  shall  stand  side  by  side  as  the 
names  we  delight  to  honor;  and  our  gratitude  to  the  faithful  Historian 
shall  not  be  less  than  our  respect  foi  the  Founder. 

Mary  (Ca.mit.ell)  r\Iuxsox,  Manchester,  Vt. 

Am  very  much  pleased  with  it.     Am  very  thankful. 

Miss  Lydl\  Munson,   Elmira,   N.   Y. 

What  a  treinendous  job  it  must  have  been,  and  how  successful  is  the 
result.     I  congratulate  you. 

Horace  H.  Munson,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

I  am  very  much  pleased  with  them. 

Horace  H.  Loveland,  M.D.,  Michigamme,  Mich. 

I  congratulate  you  upon  the  successful  issue  of  a  great  work.  It  is  the 
best  genealogy  I  have  ever  seen.  I  derive  great  pleasure  from  turning  its 
P-'^ies.  George  Munson  Curtis, 

(Trcds.   Mt-ruh-.'i  Jhii'an/uu   Co. — •.:;;./    i'-':n!ctir  antiquary.) 

I  am  delighted  with  it.     O  how  much  time  and  kibor  you   liave  given 

to  the  work  ! 

Rev.   Aes.\lom  Monson  Criffiiii,   Sabina,  Ohio. 


I  received  ni}-  uncut  volumes  on  Moiuiay,  and  mv  wile  ?ays  that  1  keep 
my  ancestors  uj*  rathei  late  nights. 

Jarei)  Howes  Munso:;,  ]>rooI;lyn,  X.   Y. 

Yours  was  a  Heiculcan  task,  and  you  have  rl^^jW  nobly  ])erformcd  il. 
Col.    Cin.HEKT   D.    MuNKON,   Zancsvillc,   Ohio, 

(Judge  of  the   Coinnuvt  Picas   Court.) 


My  congratulations  are  late  but  hearty.  The  work  wa^^  duly  received, 
and  has  been  the  dcli^xht  of  my  leisure  hours  ever  since.  I  expected  a  iini' 
thing.  It  exceeds  my  expectation.  I  think  you  h.ive  been  wonderfully 
successful  in  the  selection  of  rjiaierial.  As  I  luiii  tlie  leavt.:s  at  random, 
there  is  scarcely  a  5>agc  on  which  1  do  not  find  some  matter  of  siieriid 
interest. 

LOVELANU    MUNSOX, 

■    ■  •      ■        fjudg,'  of  tlw  Sitprcim  Court  cf  Vermont.) 


Viva   Voce   Expressions.  ?■ 

I  enjoyed  that  Rook  very  mucli,— I  enjoyed  il  very  nini.h.  l.       S; 

Fk.\nk  v..  HiiTcifKi'-'s,  ■■        V 

(A    Diyertcr  of  New  IL-17'cn   Celory  Htstortcat  Secie'yj  ""        \. 


1  have  seen  your  Eo..)k.     It  is  a  r.[il,:iiilid  thiiij,r,— it  is  a  splemlHi  tliiup:.     It  will  be  an  t 

lulbority  for  age?  to  como.  4 

Rev.  Giioi;Gr-.  S.  Dickkkm.km,          •  *^- 

(No7J  ,-j!tt>ig  the  Dnkerni.iK  ,^,-neat>it:y.)  \ 

-  ■         -                                                                                  '  ;  I 


WORlli    NOTING. 


The    Munsor.    A'eeord  presents    g,:^j;S   d,  seeud ::i!s  of    Thomas   Mursoii  ;  v., 

4i6^ I  were  born  -.■dth  the  Muiison    miriir,   oiia  .f,/;Sy    loith    oth.er  surjia.mes —  \ 

of   udiich    there    are    6jj .      iJeiitioi:    is    ;-/..'<'>  o/  /,j(/<)  places  ii:   zo/ueh   these  K, 

persons  lived,  and  of  4,176  itulizddttals  -iv'io  I'eeuine  their  wItcs  and  husl^ands.  ^• 

One  of  the  six  indexes  names   Outsiders — f./JJ  oj    t/iem    with  6g6  sur;;a/^-es.  ^^ 

A/anv  -oho  are  not  Munsons  are  lii:hle  to  jind  i-nlue  in   the   vcogral-hiea!  \ 

and  historical  information   presented,   1::   t/.e  p. an  oJ    Waiii )igford  settle;, lent,  *.■ 

in  the  plans  of  the    .Soldiers'  Field  at  Hartford,  and  the  lurry  Path  at  Xeio 
Haven,   in  the  autographs  of  pioneers  0/    Aeio  d[ai-en  anJ    ll'aili ng/'ord,   in  ,|' 

facsimiles  of  Revolutionary  docutnents.   etc. 

The  present  price  of  the  'eorh  at  our  prinfing-h  .use  is  Tn  Dollars ; 
on  (or  before)  [nly  /J,  /S^/>,  it  :■'■'/  ''■,  ,-, //.,■,•,/  to  T-„;-lve  J)>l/jrs.  Czechs 
should  be  payarl-  to  the  ora'-r  og  ;':■■  Trca-urer  of  the  .Mui:son  Associaci-ui , 
Edi.\iyd  G.  :,:u-n<on,  Cohoa,  .V.  )'.  (or  to  .\fyr.j.>:  A.  jPunun,  AV:.' 
Idaven,    Conn.) 

June  I,    iSc/6. 
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ADDITTON/.L    WORDS    OF    APPRECIATION. 


Please  accfpt  my  congiatulatioiib  on  the  excellence  of  your  -worlc  and  on 
its  admirable  publication.  .  .  .  Two  adn,iray>le  vulumcs. — Wakken 
Upham,   yecrctar)'  of  the  Minnesota  Ilistoiic:'-!  Society. 

I  have  recen.tly  examined  a  great  many  ^'.encalogical  works  in  the  State 
Library  at  Albany,  but  iiave  nc\er  seen  one  so  complete  as  tins  in  all  the 
details,  and  yet  so  easy  of  reference. — MATvfsAKKT  P.  (Munson)  Evans, 
Herkimer,  N.  Y. 

Nothing  pertaining  to  an.y  bra'!cli  of  the  family  or  to  any  individual  of  the 
household  appears  to  have  cscai)ed  your  persistent  research.  .  .  .  The 
more  I  examine  .  .  .  the  greater  is  my  v/onder. — Ri:v.  FkkliERICK 
MuN'sON,   2  Verona  Place,  Brookl}^!. 

I  am  reading  the  Family  Kccord  in  course  vvitii  increasing  pleasure. — //'/(/. 

Every  page  is  interesting. — Alf-ekt  ?vIl':.'so:.',   Burlington,  Vt. 

The  A'rT '.'/-if  is  a  wonderful  work,  and  invaluable  to  any  member  of  the 
Family. — Herbert  E.   Munson,  Sanford,  .Florida. 

Your  reward  must  consist  in  the  appreciation  of  the  many  who  peruse 
its  pages. — Ceara  (Mlt.nso.\)  Smith,  Syracus'. ,  N.  Y. 

The  two  grand  volumes  of  T/ic  Mitnson  EccoyJ-  have  given  myself  and 
family  great  pleasure.  —  F.   H.   Alijei<.man,  Sharon,  Pa. 

I  was  intensely  interested  in  your  work,  and  can  but  wonder  liow  you 
could  accomplish  it  so  thoroughly. — Theodore  L.  Frary,  Burlington, 
Vt. 

I  am  already  very  proud  of  The  Mtinscn  Record. — Nettie  L.  (Munson) 
Warner,  Wellington,  0. 

I  would  not  part  with  my  copy  .  .  .  for  (en  times  the  cost. — Henry 
G.  Story,  21  Herkimer  St.,  Brooklyn. 

There  is  only  one  word  in  the  English  language  which  describes  the 
work,  and  it  is  inadequate, — slupendous. — Dr.  Edwin  D.  Swift,  Hamden, 
Conn. 

They  far  surpass  my  anticipations.  They  are  a  marvel  in  historic  research. 
— Harvey  Munson  B.vke:;,  Oneonta,  N.  Y. 

For  several  days  the  splendid  volumes  have  been  l}'ing  at  my  left  hand. 
.  .  .  I  confess  both  astonishment  and  admiration  in  view  of  your  pains- 
taking patience,  your  extreme  care  for  exactness  in  details,  and  your  self- 
sacrificing  labors.  .  .  .  .-Vll  this  amazL-s  me.  It  calls  for  a  devotion  of 
which  very  few  men  are  capable. — 'l\\\-  PvEV.  Dk.  J.vmxs  \-< .  Si.Ho.'.r"., 
President  of  Carleton  College  (Minn.). 
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